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LIFE SERVICE 


(By Rev. G. H. Bechtold, D.D.) 


ADDRESS DELIVERED OVER RADIO STATION KYW, 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 


REV..G. H. BECHTOLD, D:D. 


Executive Secretary, Board of Inner Missions, 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania < 

It is reported that 400,000 young people between 
the ages of 18 and 25 are unemployed in the city of 
New York. This comes as a great shock to many 
thoughtful folks. Out of work explains many of the 
actions of present day youth, over which grown-ups 
wail and lament. The reasons for this condition are ex- 
plained in many ways. Whatever they may be, the fact 
remains that these young people are prepared for work 
and cannot find it. A great army of youth is standing 
idle in the market places with no man to hire them. 
“Go West, young man, go West,” was the advice of 
Horace Greeley to the youth of his generation. Today 
the glamorous advertising of community bcosters has 
started a multitude of boys and girls in search not of 
riches but of mere subsistance, anything to be self-de- 
pendent. 

Not since the days of the unhappy Children’s Cru- 
sade has youth taken to the highways in such great 
numbers. This time they are not in search of Holy 
adventure but are seeking an escape from the shackles 
of idleness and the blasted hopes of happy, useful liv- 
ing. What has happened to their characters and to their 
bodies will be recorded by a future generation.-Without 
dispute their desire is work. “‘Give us work,” was the 
chorus we heard chanted on the sidewalks of New York 
as a group of young men and women of various races 


and nationalities marched up and down the sidewalks, 
“give us work.” 

There is no between the little red 
school house and the temples of education that are 
reared today with public funds. Then it was the ambi- 
tion of the teacher to develop and mold the life of the 
pupil in preparation for future usefuiness. Today the 
teacher is only an implement in the processes of mass 
education by which thousands are set loose on the 
streets each February and June. Looking out from the 
school house windows the world looked cheerful. It 
seemed to be beckcning youth. But set free from the 
discipline of the school or even of the university youth 
finds its hopes shattered when the diploma is pushed 
back into the waiting hands with the words, “We need 
no one today.” Anticipating for years the day when the 
pockets and the purses would be filled with the fruits 
of their own labors youth faces a world which has no 
rewards to offer for their toil. Little wonder that am- 
bitious youth hoping to repay some of the sacrifices of 
parents becomes desperate and is led into increasing 
temptations. Little wonder that there is an increase in 
juvenile delinquency. With bodies and minds trained as 
ycuth had never before been trained and no avenues in 
which their capabilities can be put to work we need 
not be astonished that our unemployed youth is caught 
in the net of temptation. The old saying, “Idle hands 
and idle minds furnish the devil’s workshop,” is still 
true. 

For years America boasted that we are econom- 
ically self-sufficient, that we are the bread box of the 


comparison 


world. How these boasts have been blasted: Life is 
more than economics. Man does not live by bread 
alone. Toil rewarded only with financial gain brings 


meager joy. Work is the solvent of man’s most urgent 
problems, not made work, but work that arises from 
human need, work that has its foundation in the soil and 
in the depths of the earth, work that has its inspiration 
in the command of God, “Man shall earn his bread with 
the sweat of his brow.’ Youth craves a spiritualized 
life, full of high and Holy ideals. It is dissatisfied with 
labor that ends material gain. Youth has 
learned better than its elders the foolishness of build- 
ing bigger and better barns and neglecting the weightier 
duties of neighborliness and brotherhood. In these days 
youth needs to be impressed more than ever before with 
the fact that every calling in life is a calling from God, 
that the skills of hand and mind must be trained, not 
for selfish interest, but for the good of all mankind. 
Self-appraisement of our abilities, separation of all that 
is false and base from our better selves is the means 
by which every one of us learns what is acceptable to 
God and useful to men. 

The world is calling today for the dedication of 
unselfish lives to its service. In an age when we are 


only in 
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trying to professionalize every calling it is worth our 
while to recall the words of Him who said “He who 
would be greatest among you let Him be as one that 
serveth.” Giving ourselves for life service means dis- 
covering the true motives of our life, developing them 
with only one purpose; that they shall be used for the 
betterment of mankind and the perfecting of our own 
life. In business, in medicine, in art, in politics, in the 
Church, wherever men are gathered together in groups 
there is need for young men and young women who 
will give all that they have and dedicate it to God for 
all of their life. 


Apart from the desire to work and to gain material 
wealth there is another driving force in youth. Adven- 
ture and accomplishment give zest to labor and enrich 
the common life. This contribution of enrichment is 
the crowning purpose of life. That which brings only 
personal satisfaction and gives nothing to the rest of 
mankind is worse than useless. The development of 
the automobile has not only made a larger number of 
rich men and given employment to hundreds of thou- 
sands but it also has lightened labor, shortened dis- 
tances and opened the beauties of nature to thousands 
of penned up city dwellers. It wolud be hard to be- 
lieve that the inventors of the modern automobile fore- 
saw the countless advantages that their fellowmen would 
enjoy. It is equally hard to believe that the hope of 
gaining riches was the only incentive behind their 
labors. 


Every young man and young woman should have 
a worthy ambition, not only a fantastic notion of air 
castle building. At a time when employment is so in- 
secure it is hard to think of life service. However any 
ambition that is worth thinking about will take a life 
time for its accomplishment. Some years ago we had 
the job of hiring errand boys in a wholesale establish- 
ment. One day a recent graduate of Central High 
School came in seeking work. We told him that we 
only took on boys to learn the business. He asked, 
“How long will that take?” We told him that we had 
been at it ten years and as yet knew little. The head of 
the firm was sitting beside us and we asked him the 
same question. He replied, “I have been at it forty 
years and know nothing.” Going out the door the boy 
said, “This is no place for me.” 

A surgeon may become famous overnight but fame 
came as a result of life long labor and study. We are 
interested in a nine year old lad brought to a Philadel- 
phia hospital from the far south at the point of death. 
That was five years ago. The surgeon saved his life 
and although the orphan boy is a free patient this em- 
inent physician for five years has been untiring in his 
efforts to completely cure the lad. That is life service. 


Tucked away in the southern mountains is a small 
mission hospital. The doctors live miles away. A young 
registered nurse keeps watch and on foot or horseback 
answers the call for emergency help. She left a com- 
fortable home and loyal friends to serve her less for- 
tunate brothers. I call that life service. 


Recently an aged country store keeper passed away. 
For years his was the largest rural store in this part 
of the country. Sharing his life with his neighbors ac- 
counted for a large part of his success. While others 
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lamented he served and prospered. The country side ‘is 
in need of business men who not only sell merchandise 
but who are willing to cast in their lot: with their com- 
munity. 

Choice of a field for life service is important. Most 
every one remembers how Abraham gave his nephew 
Lot the choice of a ranch. Lot’s decision was based, 
apparently not on the nature of the land but in its dis- 
tance from the city. We are told that “he pitched his 
tent toward Sodom.’ What a tragic outcome that 
decision had. His property and his family, all that he 
had was destroyed in spite of his uncle’s fervent inter- 
cession. 

City life has its opportunities, not every man can 
sieze them. Meanwhile rural life offers the greatest ad- 
vantages to the true farmer. He is engaged in a won- 
derful partnership with God in providing the necessities 
of life for himself and his brethren in the town and 
city. Agriculture is a mode of life as well as a means of 
earning a living. No wonder that the state of Pennsyl- 
vania through the Department of Public Instruction is 
setting up schools that will inspire rural youth to stay 
on the farm. Here is the source of national prosperity; 
material and spiritual. True, men and women have been 
called from the farm to positions of high responsibility 
in Church and State, but in my humble opinion the 
men who have brought to our tables the choicest fruits 
of field and orchard have given a service equally great. 
Several years ago I was in Hamburg, Germany, and 
was given an apple from Pennsylvania with the com- 
ment, “they are the best apples we ever ate.” Who- 
ever the grower was rendered.a real service. Farm life 
like every other calling returns a reward to us in pro- 
portion to what we put in it. Here is a field for life 
service that is not overcrowded. : 


When youth thinks of serving the cause of religion, 
it frequently in a despairing way thinks that such serv- 
ice can only be given by forsaking their present occu- 
pations. They forget that the Church needs consecrated 
followers as well as leaders. With more than half of 
the population of our country outside the ranks of the 
organized Church there is a place for young men and 
women in full time service of Christ and the Church. 
To such service the Luther League of America together 
with the Youth organizations of all other religious 
bodies in America asks the young people to turn their 
thoughts. 


Mr. Boake Carter recently devoted his newspaper 
column to preaching a sermon on the subject of youth- 
ful lawlessness. He took as his text the prevalence of 
strikes among school children who take this method of 
forcing teachers and school boards to recognize their 
desires and demands. Mr. Carter finds here a sinister 
tendency which promies future trouble for the em- 
bryonic citizens and the country. As to the effects of 
such conduct begun in youth and carried into adult 
life, he writes: “What are they going to do when they 
are grown up and out in the business world and don’t. 
like the man they are working for? Are they going 
to walk out? What if they don’t like the man or woman 
they marry? Will they walk out? Will they have any 
sense of responsibility?” 
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Recreation Is One of The Church’s Basic Cllies 


(By Margaret Wall Eide) 


To prove this asserticn and to prepare the way for 
better recreational programs under League auspices in 
the future, it is necessary to define “recreation” and to 
give consideration to the characteristics of good recrea- 
tion. 

Recreation should be considered as the whole realm 
of activities in which people, individually and collective- 
ly, participate with a feeling of joy and freedom from 
routine and compulsion. It includes such voluntary and 
worth while Christian service activities as those which 
might be suggested for all Luther League committees, 
but it also includes personal hobbies and participation 
in indoor and outdoor games and sports; for, as Henry 
Ward Beecher said, ‘We don’t believe that the way to 
interest people in heaven is to disgust them with this 
earth. Let us love all that is bright and beautiful and 
good in the world.” 

1. Good recreation is, in some measure at least, 
physically helpful to all. It should not be so prolonged 
or so strenuous, however, that it becomes a test of one’s 
endurance unless one has superior strength. In other 
words, it should provide good, bodily exercise for all 
without over-exerting any one of average physique. 

2. Good recreation is mentally stimulating even if 
it does not include only quiet games, which are always 
largely mental. It builds such mental values as alert- 
ness, quickness of perception, exact judgment, the abil- 
ity to concentrate and the power of attention. 

He who fails to display good sportsmanship, how- 
ever, will find that even the best kind of recreation will 
be anything but mentally refreshing to him. 

3. Good recreation is character-building hecause it 
develops recognition of the rights of others, earnest- 
ness, stick-to-it-iveness, honesty, courage, pleasantness, 


courtesy, thoughtfulness, culture, and other desirable 
personal traits. 

however, it tears 
down character and breeds indifference and selfishness. 
Therefore, caution must be exercised to avoid over-in- 
dulgence. 

4. Good recreation destroys cliques and melts all 
participants into a spirit of real Christian friendliness. 
It develops an appreciation and understanding -of others 
regardless of their social status, nationality or race. In 
other words, it emphasizes the fact that a Christian 
friend-maker is a disciple-winner. “Some at Athens 
‘clave unto Paul and believed.’ The rest turned away : 
from Christ” (Acts 17:32-34). 

To promote Christian fellowship each recreational 
program should, of course, be so planned that there is 
opportunity for general participation such as there is 
when well-directed group singing and good mixers are 
included in a varied and balanced social program. 

5. Good recreation must be hard enough to chal- 
lenge all to put forth their best efforts but easy enough 
to make all willing to participate. 

For example, if it is a written contest, every one 
should be able to answer some of the queries, whereas 
few should be able to answer all of them correctly. 

In selecting active games, care should be exercised in 
choosing so that only those which will make an appeal 
to all or the majority of the League’s members are in- 
cluded. Don’t, for example, expect purposeful young 
people to burlesque real beauty or to compromise in 
other unreasonable or immodest ways at the direction 
of thoughtless leaders. Remember that Christian young 
people want to be “good sports” but they will not sub- 
ject themselves to ridicule or to games and stunts which 
have elements in them that are foreign to their nature 
and are not befitting the “high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus’” (Philippians 3:14). And why should they, or any 
one else for that matter, when there is so much clean fun 
without resorting to the cheap, vulgar and uncultured 
things of “the world”? 

6. Good recreation must be enjoyable and to that 
end every detail of each program should be planned 
well in advance so that every social will be as varied and 
attractive as possible and carried through with com- 
mendable precision and smoothness. 

Such a program allows for normal excitement but 
no dullness and boredom and it is neither too childish 
nor too advanced and “high-brow” for the group which 
it aims to cater to. Therefore it brings real pleasure to 
those who voluntarily and eagerly participate in it. 

7. Good recreation helps each participant to attain, 
the following and other Christian ideals expressed in the 
“Aspirations” of the Young People’s Luther League: 

“To care for my body as the temple of the Holy 
Spirit” and “to participate in such amusements only as 
will benefit my body, mind and soul.” 


If play becomes an obsession, 
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Thus it brings no remorse but “enriches the soul 
with the true, the beautiful, and the good.” 

8. Good recreation develops team spirit and co- 
Operation and not a desire for individual honors but the 
responsibility of being one of a working group. 

In this connection it is well to remember that “ac- 

cording to Scriptural statement, co-operative effort 
multiplies effectiveness five-fold. One can chase a 
thousand, and two can put 10,000 to flight.’” 
: 9. Good recreation develops good sportsmanship 
and fair play by teaching participants to scorn rewards 
not based on merit and to be gracious losers. Thus it 
instills in all the’ spirit of good losers by emphasizing 
the fact that a defeat resulting from honest effort is an 
honorable defeat. 

“Honor the game thou playest, for he who playeth 
straight and hard wins even though he loses.” 


RECREATION IS RE-CREATION 


10. Good recreation awakens spiritual life by dis- 
proving the devil’s assertion that one must give up all 
fun and good times to be a Christian. As a result, a 
new sense of values will be inculcated even in those 
who tried to fool themselves while participating in sin- 
ful and questionable amusements. 


And, if Christian youth and their leaders recognize 
their responsibilities and opportunities to “pass on the 
torch” even at fellowship gatherings, the awakened 
souls will start eagerly upon the adventure of discov- 
ering the best in life and they will want Jesus not only 
as their Guide but as their Saviour! 


So, with these ten characteristics, good recreation 
is undeniably one of the church’s basic allies, is it not? 


In short, we say in the words of the mother of 
John Wesley, “If you would judge of the lawfulness or 
unlawfulness of pleasure, take this rule: Whatever 
weakens your reason, impairs the tenderness of your 
conscience, obscures your sense of God, or takes off the 
relish of spiritual things—that thing is sin for you, 
however innocent it may be in itself.’ 


According to Evangelischer Pressedienst, it is a part 
of the third Five Year Plan of the Soviet Union to raze 
all cloisters, Churches, and mosques more than one hun- 
dred years old “on account of their danger to the safety 
of the people.” On the basis of this order twenty-nine 
hundred Churches, sixty-three monasteries, twenty-seven 
synagogues and nineteen mosques will be classified as 
dilapidated and destroyed. 
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INTERMEDIATE LETTER 
Dead Intermediates: 


This letter is going to break all records for brevity. 
It should be a long one. Renewal of fall activities is 
just around the corner, hence a “revival” note should 
be sounded herein. Of necessity, however, it must be 
a “short and sweet” note (I hcpe! I hope! I hope!) but 
painfully sung. Reason: I came out of the hospital only 
two weeks ago, but the pains of body that were a part 
of the picture upon matriculating at the Naval Hospital 
here in Philadelphia seven weeks ago and which pains 
I prayed would remain there, came along out with me. 
And with such pains as I have in me, which I want 
out of me and scattered to the four winds, I find it im- 
possible to sit long enough and think straight enough 
to formulate a decent letter to you. Maybe I shouldn't 
say a word about my type of 20th Century Pauline 
“Thorn in the Flesh,” lest you conclude (rightly or 
wrongly) that “I’m a pain in the neck,” Anyway, these 
pains of mine ain’t no fun, by heck! I'll even sell them 
to the lowest bidder. 


Within a few hours of writing this painful letter 
I'll be on my way to attend the State Leagues of Texas, 
Kansas and Nebraska. Will be gone one month to the 
dot, and am counting on the clear, clean sun in those 
three States to draw out “aforesaid pains” as effectively 
as it draws the rains out of the water holes of the 
earth before they (the rains, not the water holes) de- 
scend upon us again. How well the western sun reacts 
to getting me well will be reflected in my October 
letter, which I will write while somewhere “out west.” 


Sincerely, 


THE SAD END OF A LUTHER LEAGUE 


Ten little Leaguers, working just fine; 
One left town, and then there were nine. 


Nine lit'le Leaguers, keeping up to date; 
One got sick, and then there were eight. 


Eight little Leaguers, on their way to heaven; 
One joined another League, and then there were seven. 


Seven little Leaguers—not a bad fix; 
One left for school, and then there were six. 


Six little Leaguers, very much alive; f 
One got discouraged, then there were five. ! 


Five little Leaguers—wish there were more; 
One got mad, and then there were four. 


Four little Leaguers, happy as could be; 
One took a rest, and then there were three. 


Three little Leaguers, feeling rather blue; 
One fell in love, and then there were two. 


Two little Leaguers, lots to be done; 
One dropped out, and then there was one. 


One little Leaguer, working all alone; 
He just quit, and then there was none. 


—Adapted from Richmond Epworthian 
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Planning For My Birthday Party 


I'll soon be celebrating my 50th Birthday Anniversary. Won’t 
you help me plan for my party in April, 1939? 


A few months ago in my file where I. have them 
placed by kind hands for preservation, I realized that 
in April I will be fifty years old. My, but how time has 
passed and what changes have taken place since I first 
saw the light of day! 


I came into existence as the first publication issued 
by the “Central Association of Young Men’s Lutheran 
Association of New York City,” April, 1889, and was 
named the “Young Men’s Lutheran Review.” Mr. Wil- 
liam Steinkamp was my editor. 


That was my beginning as a Luther League Review 
and I dedicated my young life to the extension of the 
work of that organization throughout New York State 
in an endeavor to promote the program and form other 
organizations. 


In 1890 my name was changed to the Lutheran Re- 
view and Mr. E. F. Eilert, of New York City, became 
my editor. In June, 1893, the first convention of the 
New York State Luther League Convention was held 
in Utica, N. Y., and my name was again changed to 
“The Luther League Review,’ under which name I have 
continued to serve the youth of the Church. 


In October, 1895, at the organization of the Luther 
League. of America, in Pittsburgh, Pa., I became the 
official publication of that organization and have had the 
delightful experience of making thousands of friends and 
endeavor to serve them to the best of my ability. So 
with these interesting facts in mind and on the sugges- 
tion of my many friends, I decided that I’d have a Birth- 
day Party and invite my friends. 


While I realize I have thousands of friends among 
the young people of our Church and that this year they 
will continue to be my. friends, I also would like to in- 
vite many more young persons to my party. The only 
way I’ can do this is through my friends and, therefore, 
I am asking each one of you to invite others to help me 
celebrate my fiftieth anniversary in April. 

In addition to those who are my friends and as- 
sociates, I can accommodate 2,000 more guests and, 
therefore, I am asking you to help me issue these in- 
vitations during the months of September and October 
so that they may get acquainted with me by April for 
the celebration. 

Now I am somewhat embarrassed, as a host usually 
supplies all the necessities for such a celebration. My 
friends suggest that they will take care of these neces- 
sities and contribute to the expenses by subscriptions. 
That will be satisfactory to me as I am aware that 
6,000 guests are quite a number for whom to provide. 

So, if you will be gracious enough to help me, I 
certainly will appreciate your help, as I do want to go 
through with this celebration. 


Now let me suggest that you invite as many young 
persons as you may have the privilege to contact and 
explain to them the circumstances under which this 
celebration is to be held and ask them for a subscrip- 


tion. Of course, I expect all who are my friends to 
subscribe and then what a delightful Birthday Party 
we will have next April! 

In view of the large territory that we shall cover 
with invitations we shall assign certain quotas of sub- 
scriptions and ask you to meet these quotas by April 
1939, 

With the hope that you will help me in my plans 
and that we shall have you and thousands of other 
friends in attendance at the Party, I am 

Your faithful servant, 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


NEW REVIEW SUBSCRIPTION QUOTAS 


Northern California ....... 25 INebraskavsverrasictelsie gis citiciers mag 30 
Southern California ......% 50 New Jerse yen s sion sects een 25. 
Columbia District ......... 30 ING WW MGEIE Ns esas, ere eievece oe acces 
Gonrecticutm snecme mee 30 North) Carolina! <¢.i5..r0- stereo 175 
ID eG EO” Soci anoomop Gondeo 35 (itt qkosuopenooGulpenonor 100 
Georgia-Alabama .......... 50 Pacific; sNorthwest 5.0.0 «sss 50 
WIimOISi Sastre elects 75 Pehinsylvania 9 2s sea cecciceste 300 
Indiana Rocky Mountain ......... - 20 
IO Wial WNaterstereiele alate tsinc.s o\s"ere (ars South iGarolina ey v.05. carers 150 
Kansas ORAS A ouins's ciiiaiwion cee role 
Maryland WViiheinian css, cae cisteisvecere inne 
Michigan West Virginia 

Midwest Wisconsin 

Minnesota Wanadam warcadtamtene ame tieseeg 


Mississippi 


WHAT IS IT? 
It won’t teach you to swim 
Or how to skate. 
It won’t keep your hair trim 
Or forecast your fate. 


It won’t help you to ski 
Or mow the lawn. 

It won’t serve as a key 
When yours is gone. 


It won’t buy a ticket 
From here to there, 

But many folks pick it 
For use everywhere. 


It will teach you a lot 
About Luther Leagues. 

It’s right on the dot 
’Bout all their deeds. 


Have it sent to your home; 
You'll like it too, 
Because it’s really your own 
Luther League Review. 
—THE INDIANA 


USE TOPIC FOR LUTHER LEAGUE DAY 


Prepare for the 


Luther League Review Birthday Party 
APRIL, 1939 
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Long Beach, Cali ona, Welcomes ou 


Plan to attend the 22nd Biennial Convention of 
The Luther League of America 


JULY “Gtoml@ A939 


Ls 


eee @ agence 


NEW MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM 
An imposing $3,000,000 Auditorium project, located at the foot of American Avenue overlooking the 


Pacific Ocean. 
splendid view.of Long Beach water front. 
the Auditorium site on the sides. 


CALIFORNIA ’39 
July 6-10, 1939 

A year from today the Leaguers of the West join 
hands with those ofthe North, South and East in ses- 
sion at the 22nd- Biennial Convention of jthe: Lyther 
League of America on the blue Pacific shores in Long 
Beach, California. : 

The State of California will then be a mecca for 
‘any visitofs> for during‘ fhe! year the Golden Gaté ‘Ex. 
position at San Francisco will visually portray the part 
of the West in the®@a¥ade .of progress. California will 


Surrounded by 3,800-foot crescent pier open to vehicular and pedestrian traffic and affording a 
The pier encircles a 
It is recognized as one of the city’s chief show places, 


beautiful still-water lagoon which touches 


for the first time be host to at least three Lutheran 
Groups, one of which will be our Luther League of 
America. No wonder, then, that the Pacific Coast is 
keenly anticipating the opportunity to bid you welcome. 
It is our hope that the only “unusual” thing to occur 
at the time of your visit will be California’s reception 
of you, her visitors. 

We know that you will like our climate, our coun- 
try, and the traditions of the West. Long Beach is one 
of California’s largest and best known civic centers, 
typifying Southern California at its best. In the very 
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heart of its active industry is to be found.a City which 
has the aspects of an all-year round resort. This fact is 
not surprising to those who have had the pleasure of 
being its guests. 

If one were to take a boat trip through the outer 
harbor, he would Icok back on a sky-line resplendent 
in color and character. Below the many vari-hued build- 
ings which outline the Coast, the blue waters of the 
Pacific roll majestically in the sunshine, over which 
graceful sails bob and dip a salute of welcome. Lying 
serenely towards the north is the widely-known Los 
Angeles Harbor where Navy battleships attract a large 
crowd of tourists. Towards the south, the shores of 
Balboa and Newport can be seen in the distance; while 
surrounding the whole and keeping guard over the citrus 
and walnut groves of the southern valleys, snow-capped 
mountain peaks project far into the horizon. Then as 
one turns about, facing seaward, one is greeted by that 
Playground of the West—the enchanted island of Santa 
Catalina—as it looms up from out of the sea. These 
wonders of the West will be on review—but of greatest 
importance will be the gathering together of the Youth 
of our Church to once again consecrate themselves to 
the service of Christ. 

.E] Camino Real—“The King’s Highway’—calls us 
on and on, and when you turn down the road to home 
we will send you on with a heartfelt “Buenos Dias’— 
a year from today. 


ROBERT RAY INSLEE 
Chairman, Southern California 
1939 Convention Committee 


PRIZE CONTEST WINNER SPEAKS UP 
Question: Don’t these competitions, like scramb- 
ling for political appointments, engender more ill 
will than good? 

By “ANONYMOUS” 

OUR times in the last ten months, contributions 
ri for which I was wholly or largely responsible 

have been awarded prizes in one or another of 
the prize contests which have swept across the country 
in the last two years. Yet, only once has my name 
been included in the list of winners. With few excep- 
tions, my entries did not bear my name but that of 
my wife or my daughter or my son-in-law. In every 
instance the wording was mine. Usually, too, the idea 
which the contribution expressed was mine. 


The aggregate value of the prizes I have won is 
about $140. That amount, I should say, is fairly liberal 
compensation for the time and thought I have devoted 
to prize contests. So, if I criticize prize contests, it is 
not because I think I have been treated unfairly. To 
take part in, say, a dozen contests and get’ some sort 
of prize in four—that isn’t a bad record. 


My most valuable prize was a radio. It is a good 
radio and I get an immense amount of pleasure from 
it. Yet it is not precisely and exactly the kind of radio 
I should have selected if I had had full liberty of 
choice. The contribution which won the radio was 
dashed off in no time at all. I did not think very much 
of it when I wrote it and I have only a faint recollection 
of what it said. 


On the other hand, the contribution which won the 
least valuable of the four prizes which have come my 
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way was the product of two days’ hard work. The first 
prize in that particular contest was very much worth 
while—$2,500 in cash. When I dropped my contribu- 
tion in the mailbox, I said to myself: ‘‘Boy, you’ve 
done a great job. If you don’t win first prize, it will 
be because the advertiser doesn’t know a good thing 
when he sees it.” Well, evidently the advertiser’ did 
not know a good thing for all I got was a $2 toilet 
article. 

A check for $25 completes my list of winnings. It 
was not a first or a second or even a third prize— 
merely an “also ran.” 

Let me explain. just what my attitude is in the 
matter of prize contests. In the first place, I do not 
enter every prize contest I hear about—not even one in 
ten. Before I put pen to paper, I ask myself these 
questions: Is the product meritorious? Will it do what 
its maker says it will? Is it sold at a fair price? Do I 
know enough about it to justify me in saying nice 
things about it? Are the conditions governing the con- 
test simple and easily complied with? Will the names 
of the winners be published? If the answer to these 
questions—all of them—is “yes,” I get busy. If it isn’t, 
I do nothing. 

My success so far has not been startling but it has 
been encouraging enough to lead me to hope that, some 
day, I may win something worth writing home about— 
a trip around the world, for example, or $25,000 in cash. 
If I do, I shall still regard prize contests as thoroughly 
indefensible. In my opinion, they do infinitely more 
harm than good. Only the good Lord knows how 
many wasted man-hours they are responsible for or 
what a trail of bitterness and disappointment they leave 
behind them. I look back upon the dozen or more prize 
contests in which I have participated and I find: 

(1) That my respect for the concerns which spon- 
sored these contests has not increased; it has decreased. 

(2) That I buy no more of their products than I 
did; in at least three cases, I have stopped buying them. 

(3) That, in about 50 percent of the contests in 
which I have taken part, I do not yet know who the 
winners were or even that the results of the contests 
have been made known. This is particularly true of 
contests conducted over the radio. 

Many women of my acquaintance seem to feel as I 
do regarding prize contests. One went so far as to say 
that prize contests are “a lot of fakes.” Another said: 
“They don’t even try to pick the best contributions. 
The first 50 they put their hands on—they’re the win- 
ners.” A third said: ‘‘Whenever I see a company launch 
a prize contest, I know it’s slipping.” 

These ladies are all wet. Prize contests are not a 
lot of fakes. Winners are not determined by any such 
slip-shod method. Nor is it necessarily a sign that a 
company is slipping if it goes in for prize contests. None- 
theless, prize contests are not the best way to increase 
the sale of a meritorious product any more than a shot 
in the arm is the best health restorative. For that is 
what most prize contests are—shots in the arm; at- 
tempts to achieve prosperity by methods which have 
more in common with the Irish Sweepstakes than with 
what might be called the American Way of doing busi- 
ness. My guess is that in another year or two, there 
won't be any. 
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PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 


4—Children At Play In Many Lands 

11—What Does the Church Do To Help Me Play? 
18—Missionary Meeting—“To the North” 
25-—Luther League Day 

Get the new Program Packet 

Start the Junior Reading Course 


Dear Leaguers: 
A Statement 

By action of The United Lutheran Church in 
America, provision is being made for the merging of the 
Light Brigade and the Junior Luther League and fur- 
ther extension of organized work with children. 

A Committee of Nine to build and project the~pro- 
gram was constituted and is now functioning. 

The name of the organization shall be “The Chil- 
dren of the Church.” 

The program building and projecting agency shall 
be the Committee on Program for the Children of the 
Church. 

The promotional agency 
Missionary Society. 

The agency for general direction during formative 
years—The Parish and Church School Board. 

The literature or program material shall consist of 
a series of lessons incorporated in the plan for Weekday 
Church School materials, adaptable for use in weekday 
or Sunday sessions, comparable to those of the Week- 
day Church Schools, Vacation Church Schools, former 
Junior Luther Leagues, and Light Brigades, or any en- 
riched program. (It is hoped that all children’s groups 
of whatever character will adopt this material.) 

The lesson will consist of units of Bible, catechism, 
Church, missions, life service, stewardship, peace, tem- 
perance, citizenship, special days and seasons of the 
Church, etc. (The lessons will be built on the group 
graded plan, for Nursery, Beginners, Primary and Junior 
groups.) 

The plan for the meeting suggested is: Study, wor- 
ship, planning and reporting (Business), service, activi- 
ties, play. 


shall be the Women’s 


Finances: Free-will offerings in each local organiza- 
tion; twenty per cent. to be retained for local use, eighty 
per cent. forwarded for carrying on the work of the 
organization and mission work of the United Lutheran 
Church (former objectives). 

There shall be a national office, with a Secretary 
and an Assistant Secretary. 


In the Synods there shall be appointed a Secretary 
of the Children of the Church, same to be appointed by 
the Committee on Parish Education of the Synod, in 
consu'tation with the Synodical Women’s Missionary 
Society and Luther League officers. 

Conference Secretaries may be appointed likewise. 


In the local congregation the work may be carried 
on by those leaders or groups already in charge, or 


The Junior Department 


New Plans and Conventions 
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those best qualified to develcp the work in each par- 
ticular local situation. 

An earnest effort will be made to begin the work 
January 1. 

An office (to begin promoting activities) was au- 
thorized to be opened August 1, 1938. 

Mrs. A. J. Fenner has been appointed to serve as 
the Secretary of the Children of the Church, and Miss 
Brenda L. Mehlhouse has been appointed to serve as 
Associate Secretary. They assume office as of August 
first. 

In the meanwhile until January first, when the entire 
program will go into effect, Miss Mehlhouse and Mrs. 
Fenner will continue their affiliations with the Luther 
League of America and the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety, continuing to promote the interests of the Junior 
Luther League and the Light Brigade. 

We are hoping and trusting for two things: 

(1) That all groups now organized will automatic- 
ally continue their work until January first and then 
adopt the new program and become part of the Chil- 
dren of the Church. 

(2) That in every congregation where there are 
no children’s organizations at present, that same may be 
organized and the above plans adopted. 

We call you attention to the 


Junior Program Packet 

The new packet for the last half of the year is 
ready. It contains the following leaflets: 

Topics Booklet No. 8—The Child and Play. 

Topics Booklet No. 9—The Child and the Com- 

munity. 

Teacher’s Manual 

Daily Bible Readings—Torchbearers 

Booklet—Christmas—No. 16 

Booklet—Making Christmas Real to the Juniors— 

No. 30 

Booklet—Luther, The Flower of His Age—No. 40 

Booklet—Let’s Play—No. 37 

Booklet—The Luther League—No. 23 

You may purchase the complete Packet for 40 
cents. Or if you have the later-named leaflets, you may 
order the two new Topics Booklets, “The Child and 
Play,’ and “The Child and the Community,” at ten 
cents each. 

7 The Junior Reading Course 

These are books of the new 1938-39 Reading Course: 


Junior: 
Street™ (Comper Himtino® citetrede sails recetate slitatene $1.00 
Shera of the Punjab—Harper: -<cuate orleans 1.00 
Little Peop'e Who Became Great— 
Plattecandi Miami sch se, oicnreetieielatap in cnlatarre 50 
Greatness Passing By—Niebuhr ............ 1.50 
$4.00 
Little Leaguers: 
Samuel: The Temple Boy—Entwistle ot 5) 
Baby Moses—Entwistle 2 


A Sari for Sita—M len 
Joe Lives in the City—Brown 


$1.00 


Honor Roll 
Here is the list of the Junior Leagues reaching a 
place on the Henor Roll for the year 1937-38. The rea- 
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son the list is not still longer is because some of the 
groups did not return their blanks! We congratulate 
all these Leagues on the good work done: 


BLACK (8 Points) 

Canada 

St. Mark’s, Chesley 

St. Peter’s, Zurich 

St. James’, New Dundee 
Georgia-Alabama 

Holy Trinity, Springfield 
Indiana 

St. Mark’s, Indianapolis 
Maryland 

Evangelical, Waynesboro, Pa. 

St. Mark’s, Mt. Zion, Rohrersville 

St. John’s, Creagerstown 
New Jersey 

Emanuel, New Brunswick 


New York 
Our Saviour, Jamaica 


eee ipiade 
. John’s, Clearfield 
. Luke’s, Reading 
John’s, Ridge Walley 
Tinley: Mt. Pleasant 
Zion, Harrisburg 
St. Luke’s, Noxen 
First, Lock Haven 
St. Matthew’s, York 
Trinity, Donora 


Puerto Rico 
Santisima Trinidad, Bayamon 


Texas 
St. Luke’s, San Antonio 


RED (9 Points) 
Indiana 
St. Paul’s, Middlebury 
Ohio 
St. James’, Cleveland 


Pennsylvania 

Trinity, DuBois 

Holy Trinity, Erie 

Trinity, Mechanicsburg 

Settlement, Philadelphia 

St. Paul’s, Vandergrift 

Messiah, Mifflintown 
John’ s, Mt. Wolf 

Tint York 


Puerto Rico 


El Buen Pastor, Monteflores 
San Pedro, Toa Baja 


WHITE (10 Points) 
Nebraska 
Salem, Fremont 


New York 
Redeemer, Utica 
Site Jacobi, Brooklyn 
St. Andrew’ s, Brooklyn 


Ohio 


First, Beach City 
First, Mansfield 


Pennsylvania 
Christ, Stone Church 
St. Peter’s, Allentown 
First, Philipsburg 
St. John’s, Mohnton 
Peace, Riverside, Reading 
Christ, Spangsville 
Christ, Lawrence Park, Erie 
Christ, West Newton 
Augsburg, Harrisburg 
St, Paul’s, Millersburg 
ee Hooversville 
First, Mifflinburg 
Grace, Red Lion 


Puerto Rico 

Sion, Bayamon 

Betania, Monacillos 

BLUE (11 Points) 

Georgia-Alabama 

Ascension, Savannah 
Illinois 

Peoples’, Roseland, Chicago 


Kentucky-Tennessee 
First, Nashville 


Maryland 
Evangelical, Frederick 


New Jersey 
Grace, Camden 
Trinity, Woodbury 
St. Peter’s, North Plainfield 


New York 


Ascension, Franklin Square 
Good Shepherd, South Ozone Park 


Ohio 


St. Luke’s, Springfield 
First, Bryan 


Pennsylvania 

St. Joseph’s, Allentown 

BY Stephen’s, Allentown 
John’s, Nazareth 

Bap Altoona 

Trinity, Norristown 

St. Stephen’s, Erie 

Trinity, Lemoyne 

First, Carlisle 

Mt. Zion, N. S., Pittsburgh 

Christ, Shrewsbury 


Puerto Rico 
St. Paul’s, Puerta de Tierra 


South Carolina 


Reformation, Columbia 
Ebenezer, Columbia 


Virginia 
Luther Memorial, Blacksburg 


GOLD (12 Points) 
Canada 
St. James’, St. Jacobs’ 


Michigan 
Bethel, Detroit 


New Jersey 


Redeemer, Jersey City 
Our Saviour, Jersey City 


New York 


Zion, Syracuse 

Christ, New York City 
Trinity, Rochester 

Holy Trinity, Hollis 

Holy Trinity, New York City 


Ohio 
Glenwood, Toledo 


Pennsylvania 


St. James’, Allentown 
Fourth, Altoona 

Temple, Altoona 

St. John’s, Juniata 
Grace, Bellwood 

Grace, Altoona 

Trinity, Juniata 

Grace, Royersford 
Trinity, Johnstown 
Trinity, Ephrata 

Zion, Leacock 

St. Peter’s, Pittston 

St. Peter’s, Italian, Philadelphia 
Apostles’, Philadelphia 
Zion, Olney, Philadelphia 
Grace, N. S., Pittsburgh 
Orphan Home, Zelienople 
St. Paul’s, DuBois 
First, Warren 

Christ, Dallastown 
Alsace, Reading 


Texas 
Philadelphia, Swiss Alps 
Trinity, Victoria 
First, Galveston 


Little Leaguers’ Honor Roll 


Not to be outdone by the Juniors, 
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the Little 


Leaguers’ groups attaining a place on the Honor Roll 


are: 


BLACK (One Point) 
St. Mark’s, Uniondale, Indiana 


RED (Two Points) 
Lutheran Settlement, Paiadeiphia, as 


St. Peter’s, Evans City, 
El Buen Pastor, Bonisdores, Puerto Rico 
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WHITE (Three Points) 


St. John’s, East Riverdale, Maryland 

St. Stephen’s, Lancaster, Pa. 

Trinity, Donora, Pa. 

Santisima Trinidad, Bayamon, Puerto Rico 


BLUE (Four Points) 
St. Paul’s, Middlebury, Indiana 
St. Peter’s, Allentown, Pa. 
Trinity, Hooversville, Pa. 


GOLD (Five Points) 
St. James’, St. Jacobs’, Ontario, Canada 
First, Nashville, Tenn. 
Trinity, Rochester, N. Y. 
Redeemer, Binghampton, N. Y. 
Zion, Syracuse, Yi. 
First, ee es Ohio 
St. Luke’ s, Springfield, Ohio 
St. Joseph’s, ‘Allentown, Pa. 
Christ, Stone Church, Pa. 
St. Stephen’s, Allentown, Pa. 
Fourth, Altoona, Pa. 
Trinity, Norristown, Pa. 
Trinity, Johnstown, Pa. 
St. Peter’s, Pittston, Pa. 
St. Peter’s, Italian, Philadelphia, Pas 
Grace, Butler, Pa. 
Orphan Home, Zelienople, Pa. 
Christ, York, Pa. 
Zion, Olney, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Alsace, Reading, Pa 
Sion, Bayamon, Puerto Rico 
Trinity, Victoria, Texas 


Third Junior Training Class for Leadership 

It was our privilege to drop in on the Graduation 
Exercises of the Third Junior Training Class for 
Leadership of the Pittsburgh District, on June 11. 

This was a unique occasion. These classes started 
twelve years ago, and this is the third to complete the 
work, Promising Juniors are gathered together from the 
various Junior Leagues of the District at the age of 
twelve, and given a four-year course in Bible, missions, 
Church, leadership, and organization work, so that at 
the close of the class the members are fitted to go out 
as Junior superintendents and workers in all parts of 
Church work. 

Former members are now actively engaged in all 
sorts of positions of trust in their local Church and in 
the District. 

There were twelve members of the class this year, 
and seated in the front of the Church, the girls, dressed 
in white and wearing corsages of yellow roses—the 
class flower—made a striking picture. 

Miss Rose Heurich, District Junior Secretary, once 
a class member, presided over the dignified service, 

which exemplified the part worship plays in the life of 
these young workers. 

The speaker was Mr. Alfred Keehner, Renner Dis- 
trict President, who brought an inspiring message. The 
diplomas were presented by Mr. Chas. W. Fuhr, or- 
ganizer and teacher of the class during the twelve years. 
The Junior Secretary brought greetings and Mrs. John 
G. Kurzenknabe, an alumnus of the class and a former 
assistant teacher, also spoke. 

The influence of this class cannot be over-estimated. 


Another Fortieth Anniversary 

Last October we celebrated the fortieth anniversary 
of the first Junior Luther League—Grace, N. S., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

In May our second oldest—as far as we can as- 
certain—Junior League celebrated with appropriate ex- 
ercises, its fortieth birthday. This is Grace Junior 
League, Reading, Pa. 

The present superintendent of this League is Penn- 
sylvania’s energetic Junior Secretary, Mrs. Ralph G. 
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Swavely. Born and bred in this League, her mother tak- 
ing her to the meetings when she was six months old, 
she rose from member to helper, then assistant superin- 
tendent, and then superintendent. Mrs. Swavely is also 
superintendent of the Children’s Department of Grace 
Bible School, taught for several years the children’s 
methods class of the Interdenominational Training 
School of Reading, and is Children’s Division Secretary 
of the Reading Sunday School Association. 

The foundations of this League were laid well, 
former superintendents having made wise plans, and 
Mrs. Swavely now steering the work with 75 members 
and acting as host to the annual Berks Junior rallies, 
when over four hundred children usually attend, is well 
carrying on her predecessor’s enviable record. 

The Fortieth Anniversary was observed with a 
special service when the speaker was the President of 
the Luther League of America, John George Kurzen- 
knabe. Three charter members were present, and three 
Presidents: the District, Mr. LeRoy Moser; the State, 
Mr. Robert Menges; and the national President were 
in attendance. The pastor, Rev. A. C. Schenck, also 
paid tribute to the work accomplished through these 
years by the Junior League. 

The real record is written in the hearts and lives of 
those who have been members at one time or another 
during these forty years. 


Conventions 

The Junior Secretary has attended several conven- 
tions! It was fine to do this. 

The first was Ohio. This was held at Miami Valley 
Chatauqua, and was very helpful. 

Enroute we stopped in Pittsburgh and dropped in 
at the Graduation exercises of the Junior Training Class 
for Leadership of the Pittsburgh District. Twelve young 
leaders, after a training of four years, received diplomas, 
and are equipped for leadership and work in the Church. 

In Springfield, Ohio, we reminisced with the 
national convention folks of last summer, and then went 
on to the convention. 

A fine group of over a hundred young people, earn- 
est and eager to learn, and interested young pastors, 
made this a well worthwhile convention. A budget of 
$1,500 was adopted, business conducted with despatch, 
and interesting inspirational programs with Rev. C. E. 
Krumholz, D.D., Miss Jessie Thomas, of India, and 
Rev. F. W. Otterbein, D.D., as speakers, and a Luther 
League skit dramatizing the program of the Luther 
League were the high lights. The Junior Secretary pre- 
sented the work of the national organization, and 
brought greetings. 

Two days in Springfield spent in writing Topics— 
for these must be ready whether we are in or out of the 
office—back at Chautauqua for sessions of the Lutheran 
Assembly, back in Springfield again, to tell stories in 
the Primary Department of the Bible School and wor- 
ship in Fourth Church. 

A visit to Dayton, Ohio, next, where we visited 
“The Children’s Chapel,” the splendid project of our 
Westwood, Dayton, Lutheran Church. A building, set 
aside for the children primarily for worship and study 
and to teach them the beauty and holiness of the Lord, 
deeply impressed us. Four rooms, one each for Nursery, 
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Kindergarten, Primary and Juniors, each equipped with 
altar, chairs or pews of proper size (the altar in the 
Junior room two-tifths the regular size and the other 
groups in proportion)), with work tables for the older 
groups, and with every part of the equipment and fur- 
nishings correct in every way—the Junior Secretary 
felt this was one of her dreams come true. If only every 
Church could realize the importance of the children and 
include such a building in their program! 

Then on to Kentucky-Tennessee convention. We 
were most cordially and warmly received here, in Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, met a great number of new, younger 
Leaguers, and enjoyed the whole convention very much. 
The program was good—with business sessions, a series 
theme, “I Serve—In Thoughts—In Words—In Deeds’”— 
of splendid inspirational addresses on the convention 
by Rev. Arthur M. Huffman, of Knoxville, Tennessee, 
a sight-seeing trip and a fine banquet, the two days were 
filled to the brim. 

Here again the Junior Secretary brought greetings 
and presented the program of the Luther League. 


The Pennsylvania Convention 

The Pennsylvania Convention held in Johnstown 
was one of the “best ever.” We were happy to repre- 
sent the Luther League of America there. 

In addition to presenting the work of the national 
organization we helped with the Junior sessions, which 
were ably planned by Mrs. Ralph G. Swavely, Penn- 
sylvania’s untiring Secretary. 

We received two pleasant surprises when we 
reached the convention which encouraged us very much, 

The first was an increase of Junior members. Penn- 
sylvania has had an intensive extension campaign dur- 
ing the year, and the result was a net gain during the 
year, of over 200 Seniors, 200 Intermediates, and 800 
—833 to be exact—Juniors! : 


The second was the fact that the Juniors of Penn- 
sylvania during the year contributed more than half 
their quota for our Konnarock Objective. Five hun- 
dred dollars, their quota, is a rather large sum even for 
Pennsylvania Juniors—but they contributed this first 
year more than one-half—$266.68—as their share. It 
was our happy privilege to accept this check on behalf 
of the Luther League of America. 


There was a Junior Discussion group at the con- 
vention—where we reviewed plans, topics, Reading 
Course, and other material for the balance of the year, 
and considered the new plans for 1939. 


A splendid Junior Rally was held, with a large at- 
tendance, Johnstown Juniors in charge of the program: 

Paul Leubbe, First, Johnstown, Presiding 

Worship—Grace, Johnstown—Prayer, story picture 

Address of Welcome—Shirley Matthews, First, 
Johnstown 

Response 

Exercise—Junior Luther League Aims—Davidsville 
Junior Luther League 

Exercise—Books of the Bible—Moxham Juniors 

Exercise—Reformation—First, Johnstown 

Hymn—‘I Think When I Read That Sweet Story” 

Offering 

Exercise—The Luther League Motto—Zion, 
Myersdale 
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Dramatization—Parable of the Talents—Trinity, 
Hooversville 

Greetings 

Konnarock—Joan Salkeld—Grace, Johnstown 

Closing Prayer 

At the Junior Presentation before the whole con- 
vention some of the Juniors again participated: 

Remarks—Mrs. Ralph G. Swavely 

Exercise—Books of the Bible—Moxham, Juniors 

Dramatization—Parable of the Talents—Trinity, 

Hooversville 

Exercise—Luther League Aims—Davidsville 

Konnarock—Joan Salkeld—Grace, Johnstown 

Talk—How To Get Statistics—Paul Ulsh 

Talk—Junior Secretary 

The offering of the Junior Rally—$3.25—was pre- 
sented to the Missionary Secretary for the Konnarock 
project. 

The Junior Secretary brought greetings and spoke 
briefly on the new plans for the children. 

In her report Mrs. Swavely reported in addition to 
$266.68 for Konnarock and $128 for Sustaining Mem- 
bership, contributions for the year from the Juniors of 
$1,183 for benevolence and $1,850 for local work. 

She reported successful Junior Leaders’ Training 
Classes throughout the State, the observance of their 
fortieth anniversary by two Junior Leagues, a Junior 
Secretary in every one of the eighteen districts, two 
State departmental conferences and a general observance 
of Nation-Wide Junior Rally Day. 

Pennsylvania is in earnest about its Junior work; 
all power to its Juniors! 


We'll let you know more about the Junior happen- 
ings in the next issue of the Review. 


Until then, 


THESE ARE THE GIFTS I ASK 


These are the gifts I ask 

Of Thee, Spirit serene: 

Strength for the daily task, 

Courage to face the road, 

Good cheer to help me bear the traveler’s Joad, 
And, for the hours of rest that come between, 
An inward joy in all things heard and seen. 


These are the sins .I fain 

Would have Thee take away: 

Malice and cold disdain, 

Hot anger, sullen hate, 

Scorn of the lowly, envy of the great, 
And discontent that casts a shadowy gray 
On all the brightness of the common day. 


These are the things I prize 

And hold of dearest worth: 

Light of the sapphire skies, 

Peace of the silent hills, 

Shelter of forests, comfort of the grass, 

Music of birds, murmur of little rills, 

Shadows of clouds that quickly pass, 

And, after showers, 

And the smell of flowers 

And of the good brown earth— e . 
And best of all, along the way, friendship and mirth. 


—HENRY VAN DYKE 


Use Topic for Luther League Day. Prepare 
for the Luther League Review Birthday Party, 
April, 1939. 
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TWO ENDS OF THE AVENUE 


(By Janet Allan Bryan) 


“Mr. Pemberton!’” 

The grey haired gentleman addressed looked up a 
little impatiently—‘Yes, Miss Melton.” 

“T want to consult you about Arthur. I’ve been 
taking him to drive in the car as the doctor directed, 
every day since his spell of pneumonia, but he rebels 
against sitting back with me, now—he wants to sit up 
beside Elliott—and I think that’s too chilly for him.” 

Mr. Pemberton sighed. The care of his delicate 
son he wished to delegate entirely to this conscientious 
governess who had been in charge since his wife’s 
death; he thought he had neither the time nor the abil- 
ity to settle questions of this sort. “I really must ex- 
pect you to manage these matters, Miss Melton,’ he 
reiterated, after a few minutes’ conversation. “I pro- 
vide the car and Elliot, for Arthur’s special benefit—it 
seems as if he ought to get some pleasure out of it. 
Can’t he invite friends?” 

“I suggested that,” was the rueful answer, “but 
Arthur says he hates these boys up here on the Ave- 
nue—and indeed they don’t seem to enjoy one another, 
as far as I can see. He really prefers the little fellows 
who live round the corner on Center Street!” 

“Keep him out of that,” the father said hastily. “I 
can’t have him exposed to the language and the in- 
Sanitary conditions those children represent.” 

“You think, then, that I might dress him warmly 
and let him sit up in front with Elliot?” 

The banker cast a shrewd eye over the mild, lady- 
like countenance before him. After all, Arthur could 
hardly be blamed for wearying of the exclusive society 
of this well-meaning person, who was dangerously like 
a “nurse,” he thought. “You might let Elliott take him 
out alone,” he suggested, “with proper precautions. I 
don’t see why he shouldn’t occupy the seat beside the 
chauffeur.” 

Relief lighted Miss Melton’s face—the drives were 
tedious to her, too! “Very well, sir; I will speak to 
Elliot about it.” 

A pre-occupied wave of the hand dismissed her, 
and Arthur triumphed audibly when the next afternoon 
saw him installed in fur-lined coat and cap beside his 
friend Elliot. The chauffeur was a newcomer to the 
Pemberton establishment, whose garage held other cars, 
of course, and attendants. Arthur found him ready 
enough to explain things, and show the ins and outs of 
the luxurious limousine which was his special care. 

They glided over the park roads smoothly, but 
presently silence palled on Arthur and he said fretfully, 
“I get so tired of this everlasting riding—riding! I wish 
to goodness I could get out and play hare and hounds 
with those boys over there.” 

Young Elliot slowed down to a turn round the big 
lake in the park. “And yet I know some kids that would 
give their heads to have a ride in a car like this,’ he 
said. 

“Do you?” eagerly, “then why not? Let’s give ’em 
one?” : 

“Your father’s orders are not to take up with chil- 
dren ‘off the Avenue,” the chauffeur answered dryly. 


Arthur thought this over in silence for a moment. 
“T know, he lit into me about playing with those kids 
round on Center Street,” he admitted, “but what’s the 
sense in asking any of the fellows that live round us— 
they've all got cars, too.” 

Elliot drew a long, troubled sigh. “I know a boy 
on the Avenue that needs to get out like this, but he 
doesn’t live at your end of it.” 

“Where does he live?” 

“At my house,” Eliot said grimly. “It’s my kid, 
Jimmie. He has had rheumatism from bad tonsils, doc- 
tor says. He looks like a picked chicken, these days.” 

“W-would he like to ride with us?’ Arthur asked 
eagerly. Elliot caught himself up. 

“T’d no business to mention him. No, certainly 
not.” He straightened, put on more speed, and left the 
park behind them. But the wilful lad beside him flushed 
and straightened in his turn. 

“Elliot!” he snapped, 
down the Avenue.” 

The chauffeur opened his mouth to speak, and 
closed it on a small, wry smile, at the angry excitement 
in his-companion’s face. “Never do to get him all 
stirred up!” he though uneasily and whirled round 
smoothly in obedience to orders. 

Arthur kept silent as they threaded their way back 
through the city streets; but by and by he said crisply, 
“Stop before your house.” 

Elliot turned an unwilling countenance upon him. 
“I’m much obliged to you for your kindness,” he said, 
“but don’t you see it would never do? It would get me 
into trouble with your father.” 

“This is my car,” Arthur flashed, “I’m not asking 
you to do anything, Elliot—I’m telling you where to 
stop.” 3 
Both amused and perplexed, Elliot brought the 
machine to a standstill at No. 2714, a modest little house 
set in a row of similar ones, flat on the pavement. 
Arthur was out, before he could remonstrate, and up 
the steps ringing the bell. Mrs. Elliott came to the door 
—too surprised to do more than say, “Why—how do 
you do? What can I do for you?” 

Baby number three was on her arm, number two 
clinging to her skirt, while Jimmie the eldest, peered 
out of the little room to the right, crying eagerly, “Oh, 
mother, look at the big car out there! And it’s daddy 
driving!” 

“Jimmie!” said the other boy hastily, “I’m Arthur 
Pemberton, where Elliot—your father—works, you 
know. I want you to come to ride with me; put on 
your coat and hat. Can’t he, Mis’ Elliot?” 

With a glad cry Jimmie swooped down on a shabby 
sweater and cap and was halfway across the sidewalk 
before his mother could object. Arthur had the door 
open, and bundled into the back seat with his guest, 
laughing and flushed with triumph, while Elliot looked - 
doubtfully from one to the other. 

“The park again,” commanded the small owner of 
the car, pulling the fur rug over his guest’s knees, and 
they were off. 


“turn round and go back 
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The two heads drew close together. Jimmie and 
Arthur found plenty to say to each other, and Elliot 
grew ever more and more restless, as they passed 
friends and acquaintances on the park roads. Finally 
he turned the car decisively, with the quiet remark over 
his shoulder, “Jimmie’s had a fine ride, now, and its 
time for him to go home.” 

“See you tomorrow, Jim,” Arthur called after the 
retreating form at the door of 2714, then he clambered 
up in front again at Elliot’s side. : 

The next day, sure enough, the performance was 
repeated over Elliot’s protest and for a blissful week 
Arthur and his new friend spent happy hours exploring 
the roads about the city, or rolling over the smooth 
stretches in the park. The boy’s color improved, his 
appetite sharpened, and his talk ceased to be exclusively 
about his own concerns and possessions. Not a word 
did he reveal to Miss Melton of his afternoon com- 
pany, and she attributed his improvement to his out- 
ings with Elliot, and commended that employee to Mr. 
Pemberton. 


’ 


And then, at dinner one night, Mr. Pemberton sat 
next to a talkative neighbor, Mrs. Van Alston. “I saw 
your little boy today, Mr. Pemberton,” she said, “be- 
side the swan pond in the park. He had been feeding 
the swans, and was climbing back into the car with the 
decidedly shabby little boy he drives out with him every 
day—lI’ve noticed them before—who is the child, by the 
way?” 

Mr. Pemberton’s brow clouded. “I can’t imagine— 
I've forbidden—I must see to it.” Hasty questions next 
day resulted in a flurry, naturally! Elliot was dismissed 
summarily, and when Arthur learned it, in the after- 
noon, great was his wrath. 

When a new chauffeur appeared in “his” car, Arthur 
climbed in beside him with a grim command, “Take me 
down to my father’s office.’ When the great Trust 
Building was reached, the small boy refused attend- 
ance, but made his way alone through the corridors to 
the president’s room, tapped, and entered, to confront 
Mr. Pemberton and a colleague in close conference. 

“May I speak to you, father?” 

“Yes, Arthur,’ was the surprised reply. 

“T want my chauffeur, Elliot, back, and I want my 
best friend, Jimmie Elliot back, too,’ the boy said 
stoutly; “I never got any fun out of the old car till I 
got to takin’ out some of those kids that never get a 
ride,’ and out came the story of the past weeks. 

Mr. Pemberton listened in silence, aware of a new 
look in the boy’s face—a new tone in his voice. 

“So that’s what has made you enjoy your rides— 
and Elliot had nothing to do with it, after all?” he 
questioned. 

“He tried to stop me,” grinned his son, “but Jimmie 
got to looking so much better he didn’t have the heart 
to say he shouldn’t go.” 

“T vote for Arthur—and Jimmie,” put in Mr. Seldon, 
suddenly. 

“Want to drive down and offer Elliot his job back, 
Arthur?” the banker asked, after a long, keen lcok at 
the boy. 

Arthur threw his cap in the air with a shout. “Hur- 
tay! We've got more things at our end of the Avenue, 
dad, but the other end’s got the nicest people—anyhow, 
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I like ’*em best!” and out he dashed, headed for 2714! 

“You needn’t worry about him, Pemberton,” the 
colleague said cheerfully, “he has found out how to 
connect what he has, with what other people need to 
have and that means usefulness and happiness!”—Ex- 
change, 


HELLO EVERYBODY! 


From The Great Oil State 


REV. F. H. BLOCH 
Member of the Executive Committee 


Graduated from the University of North Dakota with 
A.B., in 1924 

Completed Theology at Western Seminary with B.D., 
in 1924 


Served as Missionary in Liberia from 1924 to 1928 


Served as Pastor of Trinity Church, Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, 1929-1935 


Served as Field Secretary of Midland College for one 
and one-half years 


Served as Missionary for Board of American Missions 
to First English Lutheran Church, West Allis, Wis- 
consin and Fairmount Lutheran Church, Kansas 
City, Kansas 


Pastor of First Lutheran Church, Oklahoma City, Okla- 
homa, 1938— 


DIPLOMAS 


In the School of Jesus, were Judas and John, 
Completing their education ; 

Finished the course, ended the term, 

How different their graduation! 


A Master Teacher, curriculum full, 
The purpose, transformation ; 
Judas, the sinner; John, the saint, 
Failure and commendation. 


Faith in his Teacher, trust in His Word, 
Brought John high commendation; 

A covetous heart, a traitorous kiss, 
Brought Judas sad condemnation. 


In the School of Jesus, students are we, 
Looking toward graduation; 
What shall He write in diplomas of ours, 
Failure or commendation? 
—A. B. SHRADER 
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EDUCATION=Which Lutheranism Sponsors 


By DR. GOULD WICKEY 


First. The Lutheran Church must define more 
clearly its educational goal. 


ECENTLY, the leader in a discussion on radio 
{2 in education was commended because he did not 

allow a definition of education. And that is just 
the difficulty today. Because of the uncertainty as 
to what education—its goal—is, confusion, almost hope- 
less confusion, reigns in the schools. Means have been 
stressed as though they were ends. Quantity has been 
glorified with an imitation of the mass production sys- 
tems of industry. Procedures have been mechanized so 
that no consideration is given to the growth in moral 
stature and in spiritual understanding. Subjects have 
become so specialized that students see trees but no 
woods, leaves but no flowers, bones and muscles but no 
personalities. 


The goals of education have been subject to much 
change. Once our schools were curriculum-centered, 
then method-centered, again child-centered, more recent- 
ly life-centered, and finally today experience-centered. 


In contrast to these changing goals, the Lutheran 
Church has an educational goal which has stood the 
test of nineteen hundred years. I refer to faith in Jesus 
Christ. Such a program requires the response of the 
whole child in all experiences throughout life to Jesus 
Christ. Here is the only dynamic for character build- 
ing. Character is not a mosaic built by adding a habit 
here and a habit there; it requires an inner unity and 
a directing principle. The Lutheran Church believes 
that education is a means to an end, and that the end 
is the reconstructed development and enrichment of the 
student. Education thus becomes a transforming power, 
not a conforming machine. It is child-centered, life- 
centered, and experience-centered with an authority 
which is comprehensive and creative. 


This fact was recognized by a French attorney as 
he closed his address to the jury on behalf of his client, 
a murderer. In essence he said: “There on the wall 
I see the picture of the Crucified One. But why, I 
ask, did not Sandat behold Him in the school room? 
If he had heard of Him as he sat on the bench of the 
school, he would not now be sitting on the bench of 
infamy and disgrace.” 


Second. The Lutheran Church must present con- 
vincingly the Christian philosophy of lite. 

There are many sincere educators who believe that 
the school should teach the child only how to think. 
They say: “How to think is education; what to think is 
propaganda.” This would make schools institutions of 
methodology. 

In our judgment, there is a body of knowledge 
which the school must convey. There is specialized 
knowledge which pertains to our particular kind of 
work. And there is a general knowledge which con- 
cerns certain great facts and experiences of every his- 
toric culture. Only as such knowledge is obtained can 
the experiences of life be evaluated. Students need di- 
rection in both what to think and how to think. 


There is a Christian view of the world. For the 
Christian, “God’s in His heaven and all’s well with the 
world,” has never been a satisfactory metaphysics. 
For the Christian, God is most active in the universe 
fulfilling a divine plan. 

There is a Christian view of man. Secular education 
has a lifeless biology, a soulless psychology, and a god- 
less philosophy. Man is nothing but matter, and hence 
it does not matter what he does. In this view freedom, 
purpose, and moral effort are fictions of the imagina- 
tion. But Christian education follows Christ in His 
judgment of men. He judges man not in terms of his 
material origin and of what he appears to be, but in 
terms of what he may become. Man is not conceived 
of as a perfect creature. The reality of sin and the in- 
herent weaknesses of human nature are admitted. Man 
is subject to his own organic laws, but at the same 
time there may be brought within his experience laws 
of spiritual growth which enable him to achieve a 
spiritual goal. “But as many as received him, to them 
gave he the right to become children of God, even to 
them that believe on his name; who were born not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God.” (John 1:12, 13) 

There is the Christian view of society, The world 
does not owe me a living, but it does owe me a chance 
to make a living. There will be service to the under- 
privileged, but no special privileges to the few. The 
Lutheran Church believes that the Kingdom of God will 
not be achieved by legislation. It is only as the individ- 
ual units in society became changed that society itself 
will change. Christianity transforms the world by 
changing individuals. This whole philosophy of life 
must be carefully woven into the warp and woof of the 
Church’s educational program. 


Third. The Lutheran Church in educational work 
must improve continuously its teaching technique. 

Secular education is generally alert to the possibili- 
ties of improving teaching methods. The Christian 
Church as an educator dare not keep itself in smug 
satisfaction with an outworn method and in blind in- 
difference to the advantages of better methods of pre- 
senting eternal truths. For example: We need a new 
apologetic. Truth is eternal and unchangeable, but our 
comprehension thereof changes and grows with increased 
knowledge and experience. The Christian life must be 
recognized and presented as a growing, developing ex- 
perience. “Growth in grace,” the little experienced and 
taught Christian virtue must become the common ex- 
perience of all. 

This attitude will keep the mind of the Church 
open and in continuous search for all truth. We have 
the promise that “When He the Spirit of Truth is come, 
He will guide you into all truth.’ Thus the acquisition 
of truth is not an immediate act; it is a process. This 
gives encouragement to intellectual endeavor in the 
search for truth. 

This world is in dire need of more centers of in- 
tellectual and spiritual activity which will leaven mod- 
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ern culture with the goal of Christian education, the 
Christian philosophy of life, and the Christian method 
of seeking the truth. The Christian faith has been the 
key to civilization, the nerve center of progress, and 
the citadel of righteousness, An educational program 
rooted and integrated with such a faith is the crying 
need of the hour. 

It cost the Church much to establish its schools 
even under pioneer conditions. It will cost the Church 
more to maintain its schools in competition with the 
educational programs of the state and secular forces. 
The S. O. S. which comes down through the generations 
from sainted leaders is “Share Our Sacrifices.” The fu- 
ture of the Lutheran Church in its educational pro- 
gram is dependent upon our response to that appeal. 
And in mentioning the Church, its membership is 
really meant. The responsibility is personal to them 


and to coming generations of believers in Christ. 
—The Lutheran 


TIME FLIES 

“Time flies’ is a very ancient and honorable saying 
that we think every youth organization should keep con- 
stantly in mind. In other groups, while the problem is 
still present, it is youth organizations, above all others, 
that, we feel, need most seriously to consider the ques- 
tion of time, for youth, they say, is fleeting. 

Somehow or other we feel that one of the most 
serious problems that the League has to face is-the 
problem of providing as many of its people as possible 
with the opportunity to serve as leaders. To many minds 
in the organization, the organizational set-up of the 
Luther League is too, entirely too, static. 

Have you ever thought how long the average young 
person of your Church is a Luther Leaguer? What are 
the chances of these members of our League to advance 
to positions of responsibility and real leadership before 
the real days of their youth are over? 

Youth must be given the opportunity to serve if we 
are ever going to interest the great majority of the young 
people of our Church in Luther League. Youth cannot 
serve if the offices of the National, State, District, and 
even Local Leagues are held over long periods of time 
by one person. To young people five years is compara- 
tively longer than that same period is to an older person. 

We grant that many of the people serving in office 
over a period of years serve faithfully and well, but that, 


es me i dL 


beet 
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we feel, is not the point. The question is, are we giving 
the fullest opportunity to the greatest number possible? 

Such a program, we realize, cannot be undertaken 
overnight, but one must be considered sooner or later. 
A program must be undertaken whereby proper training 
will be given so that there will be a constant supply of 
efficient young people to hold offices in our Luther 
League. 

It is human nature to enjoy the privileges, the honor, 
and even the responsibilities of high office, but if that 
is true, then in the best interests of the morale of the 
Luther League a real program should be instituted so 
that more, many more, young people may find expression 
in the ranks of the leaders of youth. 

We think that the present leaders might give their 
careful consideration to the problem of providing a 
method whereby the youth of the Church, who are will- 
ing to serve, may be advanced as rapidly as possible 
through the positions of leadership that our National, 
State, District, and Local Leagues afford. This we are 
sure can be done by careful planning so that in the end 
the best interest of the Luther League and all its mem- 
bers will be served. 

Youth deserves the chance to express itself in serv- 
ice and leadership while it is youth, especially in an or- 
ganization that is the official youth organization of the 


Church. 
R. M. Reed, “The Broadcast,’ Philadelphia District 


SYMPATHETIC COOPERATION NEEDED 

Members of the National Board of the Boy Scouts 
of which Mr. Walter W, Head, an elder in the Second 
Presbyterian Church of St. Louis, is president, have 
again and again assured the American people that they 
see no hope of the highest contribution to manhood and 
moral character through the Scout movement without 
the sympathetic cooperation of these great bodies of 
Church denominations represented in the National Pro- 
testant Committee on Scouting. 


The American Bible Society during 1936 distributed 
226,547 complete Bibles, 302,635 Testaments, 3,140,854 
portions of the Bible, and 3,886 Scriptures for the blirtd 
in Braille. 


Use Topic for Luther Legaue Day. Prepare for the 
Luther League Review Birthday Party, April, 1939. 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA LUTHER LEAGUE CONVENTION 
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Financial Report 


Our financial reports show a fine response from our 
various State and Synodical Leagues. Check on your 
report and plan to meet your quotas for 1938. 

DUES REPORT 
August 4, 1938 


Senior Intermediate 
League Billed Paid Billed Paid 
Northern California ..... $32.00 $8.00 3 
Southern California ..... Sey 42.90 $5.00 $2.50 
Columbia District ....... : 
Connecticut ..+-++-eeeeee 48.25 10.40 
Her EM OLICAY uieia\etalnregnve =yetu stale 22.50 22.50 3.80 3.80 
Georgia-Alabama 86.00 43.00 12.60 6.30 
Illinois .....eeeeeeeee 230.75 90.00 35.00 25.00 
[ndianay ©< ceiepyepe wsieieivie icin 91.75 50.00 9.20 
B—Iowa  ..eeserecercceee 71.00 71.00 17.80 17.80 
Kansas secieicsesesic/sissisins 99.00 9.50 
Kentucky-Tennessee ..... 41.25 20.62 4.20 2.10 
1—Maryland «.....- Pao ee 314.75 45.50 45.50 
4—Michigan ...----+2e-6 a Bee 6.90 6.90 
FA WES br tecictareleielstels) slate ciate’ 59.00 29.5( 
or oe eich ofblate  sperstevensts 70.40 35.40 12.50 e 3.13 
MUSSISSIPPl "siecle we sine eee 11.00 5.00 . ; 
Nebraska ...cceccecceecs 69.25 51.93 7.80 5.85 
6—New Jersey ......---- 108.75 114.90 20.10 20.10 
New York c.ccnsscccees 485.00 363.75 116.30 87.24 
North Carolina .......-. 551.50 413.64 61.90 46.44 
@HWOm Wels clavate s aisivisieiewa clove sche Soleeo 193.20 26.50 15.47 
5—Pacific Northwest HES) 31.25 4.50 4.50 
Pennsylvania ts sjelacielelereiele 2,142.00 1,606.50 200.80 200.80 
2—Rocky Mountain ..... 20.00 20.00 80 _ 80 
South Carolina ........0« 362.00 295.55 30.60 27.65 
"LGXAS)y werareiujejois: sinisiejessisie aisle 87.50 21.88 7.70 1.93 
VAT OTRIAy petete eels dteialete stele ote 373.75 186.88 19.40 9.70 
Wrest Virginia teeie.ss. slic 58.50 32.75 4.00 2.00 
WWaSCORGILI velelsateiereresisie tee 49.50 24.75 11.80 5.90 
$6,008.40 $4,146.40 $684.60 $541.41 
KONNAROCK 
MEDICAL CENTER PROJECT 
August 4, 1938 
Quota Senior Inter. Junior 
Northern California ..... » $50.00 ¢$ 3.00 
Southern California ...... 148.00 29.50 
Columbia District ........ 67.00 
COHDECHCUE J ciasieisis vice cciers 84.00 
1 Borida. cine es seer 39.00 23.38 28.38 
Georgia-Alabama ......... 137.00 76.11 12.71 4.85 
A—Tlinoist ‘erie cee cerns 398.00 474.01 1.00 
Erdia nay ‘fesisiels’s oisjeteieislereiele 134.00 94,25 1.00 
WEE BAaoooD asec ecesetes 132.00 63.90 1.00 
Kansas ee siicitssysies «:s.9's +. 200.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...... 83.00 15.00 
7—Maryland ............ 511.00 621.76 43.00 13.80 
2—Michigan .........005 60.00 122.94 5.90 3.77 
WEA Wiest | oeisiore sis isiersisrereye 113.00 a fATRi IS} 
9—Minnesota ........--. 120.00 134.37 5.00 
Mississippi Wesieieietatetesielesicre 22.00 7.90 
Nebraska .cieiewmasmisiccteisis’ 12k 7.00 68.50 3.00 
5—New Jersey .......... 221.00 242.56 12.00 28.10 
News Yorks iiracietectstelstele were 6535.00 411.30 58.25 15.07 
North Caroling i. s sic sce 961.00 316.42 80.36 10.00 
B—Ohio “Bir syavelette enclose 559.00 537.02 12.50 28.23 
6—Pacific Northwest $0.00 58.94 4.25 
Pennsylvania ...... ee + 4,053.00 2,427.29 154.07 279.16 
3—Rocky Mountain ..... 35.00 35.86 2.00 
South Carolina ...... avve 729.00 267.35 35.70 7.00 
PROXAS sue olelereeere see ceslieicee 95.00 38.45 7.00 13.55 
Virginia ..... eeccccceecee 639.00 26.50 3.48 
West Virginia ........... 140.00 $1.40 16.00 
Wisconsin “Gersrsistaiete siesiete . 89.00 
Intermediate Rally (Spg) 14.00 
Junior Rally (Spg) ...... . 8.00 
First L. L., Winnipeg.... 3.00 
First English, Billings... 10.00 
Canada, “rasnwsimetciatsenicietets 148.88 5-39 
$10,921.00 $6,305.81 $495.60 


$436.88 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 
January 1st to June 30th, 1938 


Alumni 
Total Gift 
League Quota Paid Sust. Cont.’ Mem’l 
Northern California $25.00 
Southern California 60.00 $20.00 $5.00 $10.00 $5.00 
Columbia District . 20.00 
Connecticut ...... 35.00 6.00 $5.00 1.00 
Plorida:t...t<.uerae 20.00 5.00 5.00 
Georgia-Alabama . 60.00 25.00 15.00 5.00 5.00 
Tinos Weide tee we 155.00 16.00 6.00 $10.00 
Indians tie. seas ° 65.00 21.00 10.00 6.00 5.0! 
OWN Baleteicierenetotiele 50.00 10.00 5.00 5.00 
Koansae? ici tates 4 70.00 12.00 10.00 2.00 
Kentucky-Tenn. .. 30.00 
Mary laid! ict acc cts 215.00 159.00 130.00 24.00 5.00 
Michigan” oc deuses 35.00 20.00 15.00 5.00 
Midwest. iris sonr 40.00 
Minnesota” ...0s/. : 50.00 7.00 5.00 2.00 
Mississippi ....... 10.00 1.00 1.00 
Nebraska ice ow oeste 55.00 15.00 15.00 
1—New Jersey 75.00 128.00 65.00 48.00 15.00 
NewYork? (ar aes 325.00 226.00 120.00 56.00 $0.00 
North Carolina 370.00 56.00 30.00 6.00 20.00 
OMOM eee tere 225.00 40.00 30.00 5.00 5.00 
Pacific Northwest . 25.00 15.00 5.0 10.00 
Pennsylvania ..... 1,435.00 842.50 436.50 196.00 210.00 
Rocky Mountain . 15.00 
South Carolina 45.00 115.00 75.00 20.00 20.00 
Texas 60.00 47.38 25.00 12.38 10.00 
Virginia 250.00 144.00 85.00 39.00 20.00 
West Virgin 40.00 5.00 5.00 
Wisconsin 35.00 7.00 5.00 2.00 
Canada iasccces sien 13.00 10.00 3.00 
$1,955.88 $1,111.50 $449.38 $395.00 


TO BE LISTED ON 


THE HONOR ROLL 


OF THE 


LUTHER LEAGUE of AMERICA 
YOUR LEAGUE MUST BE 


A SUBSCRIBER IN 1938 


To The Sustaining Membership Fund 


Six months have passed since we started the 1938 
Sustaining Membership Fund. Our goal for the year 
is $4,000. We have on hand up to June 30, $1,955.38— 
a little less than half the goal. 

Last year we were ahead of that figure for the 
contest was at its heighth and many of us wanted to be 
placed on the Honor Roll at Springfheld. This year we 
will be placed on the Honor Roll in December. Re- 
member that a Sustaining Membership is one of the re- 
quirements. Let us push on toward the ultimate goal. 

New Jersey was first to over-subscribe and several 
other State and Synodical Leagues have passed the 50% 
mark. 

Indiana is to have a special drive on July 11th. Vir- 
ginia is working hard. We do not have space to men- 
tion all of those who are helping. 

I have just learned-that Southern California is work- 
ing, too. In commemoration of the 50th Anniversary 
of the First Lutheran Church of San Diego, the South- 
ern California District presented the League with a Gift 
Membership. They made a big time of it. We hope 
other districts might follow suit. 

Other Leagues throughout the country are me- 
morializing former members. 

Let us all put our, shoulders to the wheel and help 
to secure—Sustaining, Gift, Alumni, Memorial and Con-- 
tributing Memberships. 


Sincerely, 
WILLIAM H. PATRICK, JR. (‘Uncle Pat’’) 


LUTHER, LEAGUE REVIEW 


Words Fail To Express 


our deep appreciation for your gift to the 
Luther League of America. 
But at least we can say, “THANK YOU!” 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


May, 1938 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 11 
Mrs. Lilian Steffens 
George E. Steffens 
Pasadena Senior Luther League, Pasadena 
Kenneth D. Brown * 
San Diego Luther League, by Luther League of District of 
Southern California 
Miss Mary Hansen 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
CONNECTICUT, total 2 
FLORIDA, total 1 
GEORGIA-ALASAMA, total 8 
Mrs. nn 
Ascension “Junior Luther League, Savannah 
Mrs. Cecil C. Helmly 
ILLINOIS, total 8 
INDIANA, total 6 
Mrs. Lulu B. Schwartz 
IOWA, total 6 
KANSAS, total 4 
Mrs. S. B. Morse 
Mts. J. 1. Har 
KENTUCKY- TENNESSEE 
MARYLAND, total 38 
St. John’s Intermediate Luther League, Hagerstown 
Arthur Johnson . 
Miss Betty Werner 
Jerusalem Luther League, Baltimore 
Messiah Luther League, Baltimore 
Tohn T. Loveless, Jr. 
Mrs. John T. Loveless, Jr. ; 
Williamsport Luther League, Williamsport 
Rey. Roy L. Sloop 
MICHIGAN, total 3 Y p 
Sister Delphine Dasher, by Bethel Junior Luther League, Detroit 
MIDWEST 
MINNESOTA, total 3 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEBRASKA. total 3 
NEW JERSEY, total 63 
Rev. George R. F. Tamke, by St. John’s Senior Luther League, 
Union City 
Grace Junior Luther League, Camden 
NEW YORK, total 79 
Miss Shirley Imobersteg 
Mrs. Frank G. Perry 
St. Faults Luther League Wurtemburg 
Rey. J. Himes, by St. Paul’s Luther League, 
Miss Fae Lown, by St. Paul’s Luther League, 
Westchester District Luther League 
Christ Junior Luther League, New York City 
Rey. Paul E. Schmidt 
Rey. Chalmers E. Frontz 
Rev. Charles Trexler 
Sister Pearle Lyerly 
Rev. F. E. Oberlander, D.D. 
Brooklyn District Luther League 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Liverpool 
Miss Marie Thomasmeyer 
Mrs. E. Geyer 
Charles Schofield, Memorialized by 
League, Poughkeepsie 
Rev. Henry W. Wahl 
Western New York District—Seniors 
Western New York District—Intermediates 
Rey. J. Sahner Blank 
Rev. Alfred J. Krahmer 
Ascension Junior Luther League, Franklin Square 
Miss Dorothy Kempf 
NORTH CAROLINA, total 11 
OHIO, total 9 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 3 
PENNSYLVANIA, total 235 
Miss Frances Schreck 
Miss Mildred Gergenske 
Miss J. Louise Orr 
John R. Strekis 
Miss Sue C. Rileibscheidel 
C. William, Duncan 
Allentown District Luther League 
Mss Anna F. Carter * 
Miss Edith McDermott 
Miss Dorothy O. Cloud, by St. 
League, Wilmington 
Miss Nellie Parks, by Intermediate Luther League of the 
Orphans’ Home, Zelienople 
Dr. and Mrs. Luther C. Peter 
‘St. Joseph’s Senior Luther League, Allentown 
Grover Stonesifer 
Miss Martha Gessner 
Miss Margaret Phillips 
Miss Lena Broscious 
Franklin L. Brobst 


Wurtemburg 
Wurtemburg 


John’s Senior Luther 


Stephen’s Intermediate Luther 
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Miss Marie O. Koons 

Lloyd Underkoffler 

Marlan Frantz 

Kenneth G. Hildebrand 

Lewis A. Kohn 

Trinity Luther League, Pottsville 

Si Hs s Senior Luther League, Wilkes-Barre _ 

Rev. J. F. Bermon, by Trinity Neonat ate Luther League, 
New Brighton 

Miss Lorene Morrall 

Trinity Luther League, Kingston 

Mrs. Charles Nies, by Trinity Junior Luther League, Ephrata 

Grace Senior Luther League, Shillington 

Miss Mary Lou Landis 

Miss Patricia Ann Landis 

Harold U. Landis, Jr., by Harold U. 

Miss Katherine E. Moore 

First Junior Luther League, Vandergrift 

Henry C. Berlinger 

Sister Helene Kuechler 

Miss Charlot E. Frentz 

Miss Ruth Niemeyer 

Rev. C. E. Kistler, 
Reading 

St. John’s Senior Luther League, Shiremanstown 

Miss G-ldie Haldeman 

Luther Grossman 

Rev. S. L. Hench, by Christ Junior Luther League, Dallastown 

Miss Emma R. Heller 

Christ Luther League, Hazleton 

Grace Intermediate Luther League, Reading 

Grace. Intermediate Luther League, Shillington 

Rev. Franklin P. Smith, by Trinity Senior Luther League, 


Landis, Sr., Palmyra 


D.D., by Alsace Junior Luther League, 


Pottsville 
Miss Martha Pearson 
William G. Meier 
Bethany Luther League, Altoona 
Trinity Luther League, ye, Altoona 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 2 
Miss Katie Freyschmidt 
St. David’s Luther League, 
Miss Marie Pfaehler 
St Matthew’s Senior Luther League, Charleston 
Laurie Heisser 
Miss Helen Doscher 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
TEXAS, total 19 
VIRGINIA, total 46 
Roanoke Conference Luther League 
Muhlenberg Luther League, Harrisonburg 
Holy Trinity Intermediate Luther League, Kingsport 
Miss Ruth Spraker 
M Frances Porter 
M M. D. Huddle 
Mrs. Earl Henderson 
Lewis Bowers 


Lexington 


Harry Elliott 
Willard Dovel 
St. Peter’s Luther League, Toms Brook 


Marion Conference Luther League 
Mrs. Shaler Myers. by St. Paul's Luther League, Rural Retreat 
Wincie Osborne 
Emily Umberger 
Leona Sutherland 
D. Castor 
Charles Wagner 
Miss Catherine Hoak 
Settle Frank 


Miss Leta M. Frank 
Miss Ethel Nunn 


WEST VIRGINIA, total 1 
WISCONSIN, total 2 
CANADA, total 5 

Manitoba District Luther League 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


June, 1938 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 12 
Mrs. Ray F. Anderson 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
CONNECTICUT, total 2 
FLORIDA, total! 1 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 9 
Mrs. A. J. Zipperer, ‘by St. Paul’s Intermediate Luther League, 
Savannah 
ILLINOIS, total 8 
INDIANA, total 8 
Miss Marie Wetzel 
Rev. R. H. Benting, D.D. 
IOWA, total 6 
KANSAS. total 4 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 
MARYLAND, total 50 
Miss Marguerite T. Kothe ; 
Trinity Intermediate Luther League, Baltimore 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Cumberland 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Frostburg 
Junior Luther League, Frederick 
Miss Emma Hild " 
Zion Senior Luther League, Middletown 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Walkersville _ 
Zion Intermed‘ate Luther League, Washington 
St. Stephen’s Luther League, Baltimore 
St. Luke’s Luther League, Baltimore 
Miss Anna Walther, by Chirst Junior Luther League, Baltimore 
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MICHIGAN, total 3 
MIDWEST 

MINNESOTA, total 3 
MISSISSIPPI, total 1 


A Friend 


NEBRASKA, total 3 
NEW JERSEY, total 64 


Trinity Junior Luther League, Woodbury 


NEW YORK, total 85 


New York State Luther League, by Delegates from 
Metropolitan Area 

Dr. W. H. Greever 

Mrs. Mabel Grace 

Rev. Norman M. Schlegel 

Fred W. Weidt 

Miss Frances Knoob 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 15 


Western District Luther League 
Haven Senior Luther League, 
Miss Louise Kelley 

Miss Lillian Lawrence 


Salisbury 


OHIO, total 13 


Holy Trinity Luther League, Stark County 
Erle Greiner 

Mrs. Mabel Greiner © 

Sydney _ Greiner 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 3 
PENNSYLVANIA, total 316 


= 
— 


\! 


Rey. A. R. Steck, D.D., by First Junior Luther League, 
Carlisle 

Christ Senior Luther League, Shrewsbury 

Wilmer Yeagy, Memorialized by First Senior Luther League, 
New Oxford 

Miss Evelyn Emig 

James H. Stein, Jr. 

Mrs. George Overmiller 

Miss Laura Wakley 

Earl Bricker 

Russell E. Thompson 

Luther D. March 

Rev. Ralph W. Lind 

Miss Ruth Heckaman 

Miss Ivy Zeigler 

Mrs. C. L. Warner 

Miss Virginia Froelich 

Richard E. Heiland 

Robert T. Menges 

Miss Elsie A. Barbour 

Vincent Gingerich 

Trinity Junior Luther League, Juniata 

Grace Junior Luther League, Bellwood 

Trinity Junior Luther League, DuBois 

St. John’s Junior Luther League, Clearfield 

St. John’s Junior Luther League, Juniata 

Temple Junior Luther League, Altoona 

Fourth Junior Luther League, Altoona 

Grace Junior Luther League, Altoona 

Miss Melba Beam 

Rev. Earl S. Erb, by St. Paul’s Senior Luther League, Easton 

Craig F. Esterly 

Herman C. Strickler 

H. C. Berlinger, Jr. 

William E. Pfister 

Edward G. Schreck 

Miss Katherine G. Frickert 

Miss Emily W. Fruendt 

Miss Anna M. Schiegel 

Bertram L: Nagle 

Leonard G. Witt 

Francis K. Kline 

Boswell Luther League, Boswell 
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Trinity Junior Luther League, Johnstown 

Miss Sara Rhoads 

Henry V. Scheirer 

St. John’s Luther League, Johnsonburg 

John B. Witmer 

St. John’s Luther League, Scranton 

St. Mark’s Luther League, Wilkes-Barre 

Miss Mildred W._ Smith ; 

Memorial Junior Luther League, Pittsburgh 

Trinity German Luther League, Pittsburgh 

Truman Ziegenfuss 

Miss Hazel Nannah 

Charles Forney 

Miss Anna Stufft 

Arloe R. Olsen 

Miss Esther Lyter, by Holy Trinity Luther League, Chester 

Miss Sadie Fell ; 

Mrs. F. L. Hessenberger, by Messiah Senior Luther League, 
Harrisburg 

Earl Stoner 

Rev. Henry Cornehlsen, Jr. 

Robert _G. Whisler 

Grace Junior Luther League, Royersford 

Trinity Luther League, Norristown 

Simon Henry Herman, Memorialized by Rev. Stewart Winfield 
Herman, D.D., Harrisburg 

John G. Elicker 

Christ Intermediate Luther League, Upper Darby 

Memorial Senior Luther League, Shippensburg 

Miss Edna Lemke 

Albert_ Lemke 

Mrs. Clyde E. Gerberich 

Trinity Senior Luther League, Johnstown 

Miss Mildred Sassaman 

St. John’s Luther League, Honesdale 

William B. Barnitz, Memorialized by First Intermediate Luther 
League, Carlisle 

Miss Isabelle Hoover 

First Junior Luther League, Warren 

Mrs. Jacob O. Kroen 

Miss Mildred E. Gergenske, by Ridgway District Luther League 

Zion Junior Luther League, Lancaster 


St. JChn’s Luther League, Ridge Valley 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 39 


Ebenezer Intermediate Luther League, Columbia 

Southern District Luther League 

Dr. C. A. Freed, Memorialized by Ebenezer Senior Luther 
League, Columbia 

Saluda District Luther League 

Miss Janice Brown 

St. Paul’s Luther League, Aiken 

St. Jacob’s Luther League, Chapin 

Holy Trinity Luther League, Little Mountain 

Dr. P. D. Brown, by Ebenezer Junior Luther League, Columbia 

Miss Carolyn Ducker 

Mrs. George Segelken 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
TEXAS, total 19 
VIRGINIA, total 54 


Luther Memorial Junior Luther League, Blacksburg 
New Market Conference Luther League 

Staunton Conference Luther League 

Marion Luther League, Marion 

Miss Frances V. Miller 

Miss Mary Dobbs 

Miss Jackie Sindlinger 

Rev. John C. Woods 


WEST VIRGINIA, total 1 
WISCONSIN, total 2 
CANADA, total 5 


K UK OK OK OK 


‘Lu Qemoriam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly. 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 


as truly 
As in His Heaven 


— Whittier 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Dr. 


. Simon Henry Herman 


Semorialized in Sustaining WCembership Fund 


Charles Schofield 

Memorialized by St. John’s Senior Luther League, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Wilmer Yeagy 

Memorialized by First Senior Luther League, New Oxford, Pa. 


Memorialized by_Rev. Stewart Winfield Herman, D.D., 


Harrisburg, Pa. 
William B. Barnitz 
Memorialized by First Intermediate Luther League, Carlisle, Pa- 
C. A. Freed 


Memorialized by Ebenezer Senior Luther League, 
Columbia, S.C. 
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NEWS! 


VIRGINIA 


_ 218 Virginia Leaguers made history as they assembled for 
their 17th Annual Convention at Rural Retreat, June 21-23, to 
study the theme, ‘‘Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord, Make His 
Paths Straight.” Leaguers were inspired to ‘March On” as they 
sang the Convention Hymn, “Heralds of Christ Bear the King’s 
Commands,” 

At the opening session came “The Challenge of the Wilderness” 
so ably presented by Rev. Calvin P. Swank, S.T.D., D.D., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. Following the inspiring address the Leaguers prepared 
ercusclivs for the work of the Master by partaking of the Lord’s 

upper. 

.. Leaguers had _ little difficulty becoming acquainted at the Hill- 
Billy Party at Laurel Glen Farm. The girls, discarding their 
finery, were given overalls, shirts, and bandannas to wear. The 
boys were spared this ordeal, merely tying a bandanna around their 
heads. All piled into trucks, drove about five miles and arrived 
in the hay-loft of a huge barn. String music, songs, jokes, and 
laughs galore helped everyone to get acquainted and “break the 
ice. 

Rey. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., was delightfully received as the 
representative of the Luther League of America. His greetings, 
talks, and charming personality, added much to the success of the 
Convention, 

One of the most interesting features of the second session was 
the Panel Forum at which many questions, along the line of per- 
sonal problems, were answered. 

The Convention Banquet came as a climax of the second day, 
when the theme, “Make His Paths Straight—For Joy,’ was used. 
The George Wythe Hotel was the stage for this joyful event and 
Rev. Wynne C. Boliek, Columbia, S. C., the speaker. The pro- 
grams symbolized a cabbage head, the crop for which the Rural 
Retreat section of the state is famous. 

Members of the Executive Committee breakfasted at 7:30 
A. M. the last day of the Convention. The out-of-doors, prompted 
by the gracious invitation of Mary Brown Cassell, lured them 
beside a native stone, out-door fireplace. % 

The Virginia Leaguers resolved that “war is a relic of bar- 
barism’”’ and must be eliminated as they saw unfold before them 
the pageant, “The Highway of Peace,’’ so graciously written for 
the Convention by Mrs. B. E. Copenhaver, Marion, Va. 

The fifth session at Hungary Mother: State Park, Marion, was 
characterized by swimming, boating, hiking, and plenty to eat, 
for the Rural Retreat Leaguers had barbecued pigs and lambs for 
the occasion. After supper, there on the side of the lake, the 
Leaguers were thrilled as they listened to Rev. Carl Honeycutt, 
Marion, discuss the theme, “Make Straight the Pathway of Love.’ 

The theme for the last session was ‘“‘Prepare Ye the Way— 
For Sacrificial Living.’”” This was ably developed by Rev. Ray- 
mond Wood, Staunton, Va. The Convention closed with the in- 
stallation of officers. 

The Convention Paper, ‘The Cabbage Leaf,’’ kept the Leaguers 
informed. The most important news item told of the Convention 
concurring the action of the Lutheran Synod of Virginia to hire 


a full-time Young People’s Worker in the near future. It also 
reported the election of the following officers: President, Frances 
V. Miller, Shenandoah; Vice-President, Edith Richardson, Salem; 


Secretary, Marie McDaniel, Norfolk; Treasurer, Richard Greiner, 
Rural Retreat; Statistician, Bernard Wise, Blountville, Tenn. 


WISCONSIN 


The fortieth Annual Convention of the Luther League of Wis- 
consin was held at Trinity Lutheran Church West Bend. 

The opening service was conducted by Rev. H. B. Reed, of 
Milwuakee. The sermon was given by Rev. R. W. Groth, Pastor 
Loci, on the theme, “O Come, Let Us Worship.”’ ‘‘Worship is 
the whole-souled adoration of God, and all He is.” He said, “Men 
have tried to worship finite gods. Such as money, education, 
science and themselves. They have failed as they always will. 
Because of the worship of these finite gods, we have found that the 
courage needed to face our present day problems has been turned 
to fear and despair. We need to return to a renewal of a great 
faith in a great God. God is able to do things in us if we give 
ourselves to Him. The renewal of faith is accomplished through 
the primary element in religion which is faithful worship.” 

Music for this service was sung by the Trinity Junior Choir, 
Arthur Wulf, of Carthage College, sang a solo. 

The address of welcome by Odessa Schloemer, president of the 
West Bend Luther League. Irwin Fuss, President of the Wis- 
consin League responded to this welcome. 

Rey. J. W. Frease, Director of Young People’s work in the 
Synod of Ohio, and a representative of the Luther League of 
America, presented greetings to the Wisconsin Luther League from 
Ohio and from the Luther League of America. He said we should 
remember the three-fold program of the Luther League. That of 
Education, Missions and Life Service. He stated, ‘‘Not only do 
we come to Jesus, but He comes to us. We learn of Him and 
abide in Him. Learning of Him brings out the first point, Educa- 
tion. Go! Tell! Share! are the by-words for Missions.” Under 
this statement he mentioned the project of the Luther League— 
that of giving $10,000 for a medical center at Konnarock, Virginia, 
a_mission of the United Litheran Church in the mountains of 
Virginia. When we learn of Him and share His word with others, 
we will want to follow Him. This reaches the third part of the 
Luther League program. Life Service—to forget all and follow Him. 
“‘\ portrait of a dead Church is one beautifully decorated, well 
filled with people but with cobwebs over the slot in a box used 
for Missionary contributions.’’ A dead Church would become alive 
were the cobwebs removed from this world wide means of preach- 
ing the Gospel. 

Dr. George Arbaugh, professor of Philosophy at Carthage Col- 
lege, presented the college to the convention by introducing several 
graduates and by telling of the opportunities afforded at Carthage. 


NEWS! 
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NEWS! 


The Luther Leaguers met at 6:00 A. M. for a sunrise break- 
fast in the beautiful park at West Bend. The devotional service 
and meditation were in charge of Rev. C. B. Lund, of Hartford. 
He spoke on the “Music of the Spheres.” Recreation after break- 
fast was under the leadership of Glenn Cartwright of Kenosha. 

The morning meditations were conducted by Rev. George 
Overdier, of Cudahy. A business session followed with President 
Fuss _in charge. 

Dr. R. H. Gerberding, President of the Northwest Synod, 
gave greetings from the Synod. He said he appreciated the young 
people’s interest in Life Service. He said that Ministers’ wives as 
well as the Minister were doing full time service to the Church. 
He further stated that ‘all the problems confronting the youth 
of today confronted the whole Church as well. In the knowledge of 
Christ we have the security and peace which passeth all under- 
standing which the world does not know. The Church appreci- 
ates the enthusiasm of youth which has helped the Church many 
times.” In conclusion he said that youth should not look for 
appreciation. Youth serves itself when it serves the Church. We 
are of, by, and for the Church. 

Rey. Paul Bishop, of Milwaukee, gave a brief pep talk about 
Green Lake Summer Bible School, of which he is the acting Dean. 
Luncheon was served in the Church basement. 

A business session was held in the afternoon at which service 
the Intermediate Luther League of LaCrosse was awarded the at- 
tendance Cup and the Senior Luther League of Appleton, was 
awarded the banner for the 14 point standard of efficiency. 

The Leaguers were guests of the West Bend Aluminum Com- 
pany in the afternoon. 

The convention banquet was held in the Church parlors of the 
local Church with community singing conducted by Rev. C. B. 
Lund, Arthur Wulf, again favored the convention with several solos. 

The vesper service in the evening was the final service of the 
convention. Rev. S. H. Roth of Neenah, addressed the conven- 
tion on “Worship in Spirit and in Truth.” He stressed prepared- 
ness by the congregation as well as the Pastor for worship in the 
Church. At this service the following newly-elected officers were 
installed by Rey. R. W. Groth: President, Howard Anderson, Mil- 
waukee; Vice-President, Carl Kruempel, Milwaukee; Corresponding 
Secretary, Audrey Anderson, Milwaukee; Recording Secretary, 
Elsie V. Lund, Hartford; Treasurer, Walter Brown, Milwaukee; 
Pastor Advisor, Rev. George Overdier, Cudahy. 

The convention was officially closed by Rev. R. W. Groth of 


West Bend. 
ELSIE V. LUND, Recording Secretary 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


The Sixteenth Annual Convention of the District of Southern’ 
California opened at Bethany Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, on 
Friday_Evening, May 20th. The keynote of the three-day conclave 
was “Preparing for a Happy Christian Home.’”’ A panel discussion 
was the highlight of the Friday night meeting, with two Senior 
Leaguers, two young married folks, and two Intermediates taking 
art in the discussion which was led_by Rev. James Beasom, 
ae sh Advisor, and Pastor of the First Lutheran Church, Glen- 
dale. 

“Something different’? was the verdict of those who attended 
the Saturday afternoon_conferences. Dr. George. Gleason, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Committee for Church and Community Co- 
operation, Los Angeles County, was assisted by Mrs. R. 9 
Vandervort in compiling ‘The Questions’? incidental to the 
preparation by young people for happy Christian homes. ‘The 
Answers”’ were given during conferences held on Sunday afternoon. 
~ All the State Leagues and Canada, were represented at the 
banquet held Saturday night when each Southern California League 
came dressed to represent the state to which it, will be host_at the 
1939 Luther League of America Convention. Hollywood League 
was awarded the Pep Cup for its’ presentation of “Heading for the 
Carolines.”” Colorful plantation costumes of the Carolines were 
worn by the fifty delegates from Hollywood, and their rendition 
of the old Negro melodies won for them the coveted cup. 

Ten past presidents of the District were guests of honor at the 


banquet. ‘“Mirandy,” of Hollywood radio fame, spoke at the Satur- 
day night gathering. . 
Robert Ray Inslee, representative of the Luther League of 


America Executive Committee and past president of the Southern 
California District, brought greetings from the National organiza- 
tion. Rev. Henry Irving Kohler, President of the Southern Con- 
ference of the Synod of California, was assisted by Robert Ray 
Inslee and Kenneth Brown, retiring president, in the installation 
of the newly elected Senior and Intermediate officers. The candles 
that lightened the altar throughout this beautiful candle-light serv- 
ice were those carried by Robert Inslee and Marjorie Solberg at 
the installation of the National Officers in Springfield in 1937. 

The newly elected officers are: President, Miss Lily Hansen, 
Hollywood; Vice-President, Mrs. Lillian Steffens, Pasadena; Sec- 
retary, Miss Mary Hansen, Pasadena; Treasurer, Miss Marjorie 
Solberg, Glendale; Editor, Mrs. Ru‘h Inslee, Glendale; Correspond- 
ing Secretary, Miss Alice Bauer, Huntington Park. 


NEW YORK 
“Four Hundred Leaguers Attend Syracuse Convention” 


Four hundred Luther Leaguers from throughout the Luther 
League of New York State assembled in Syracuse for its 45th 
Annual Convention on May 27-30. The theme, “Twentieth Century 
Christian Respomsibilities’ was adequately developed in three sub- 
topics: “Peace,” ‘‘Progress,” and_ ‘Prosperity,’ during the con- 
ference periods led by Rev. Dr. Julius Seebach, Rev. Dr. Gould 
Wickey, and Hon. Mr. Carl Distler, respectively. P ; 

“The Luther League Workshop” under the able direction of 
Rey. Norman M. Schlegel, proved to be a very successful addition 
to the convention program and most helpful to the delegates at- 


Page Twenty 


tending its sessions. Rev. Dr. Paul M. Kinports, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Luther League of America, presented the Luther 
League of America’s program to the delegates. Under the capable 
direction of President Howard L. Logan, the business before the 
convention was quickly and efficiently cons dered and taken care 
of. The reports of the officers and secretaries showed a consider- 
able improvement during the past year. 15 new Leagues and one 
new District were received into membership. The follow‘ng were 


elected to serve as officers during the coming year: President, 
Howard L. Logan, Eastern District; Vice-President, Donald F. 
Bautz, Western District; Recording’ Secretary, Florence Agne, 
Mohawk Valley; Corresponding Secretary, Katherine Hildebrandt, 
Brooklyn District; and Treasurer, Raymond C. Dohne, Syracuse 
District. Messrs. Logan and Dohne were re-elec‘ed. 


Delegates attended service in St. John’s, St. Peter’s and Zion’s 
Churches with Rev. Dr. Ellis B. Burgess, President of the United 
Lutheran Synod of New York, Rev. Dr. Kinports, and Rev. Dr. 
Seebach as the respective preachers. Rey. Dr. Chalmers E, Frontz, 
of Albany, was the officiant at the Candlelight Communion Serv- 
ice in St. John’s Church, assisted bv Rev. J. Mollenauer, Rev. 

P. Jensen, and Rey. Robert Barkley. 


While a large part of the convention program was devoted 
to the serious business of our work, the social part was not 
neglected. The convention opened with a ‘‘Roof Garden Party” 


atop the Hotel Onondaga at which the delegates had a royal time. 
The crowning of a convention king and queen featured the event. 
Rey. Dr. Wickey addressed the banquet session on the convention 
theme, presenting a most interesting, vital, and educational mes- 
sage. The Trophy for the local League with the best record of 
attendance at convention was awarded to Redeemer, Rochester, after 
its presentation to the State as a pe:manent trophy for convention 
attendance by the Syracuse District. 

“The Rhine-Mist,’’ of Rhinebeck District, was awarded the 
Publicity Contest Prize for the publication of the best District 
paper during the year. Miss Florence Casey of New York City, was 
announced as the winner of the Intermediate “Bible Bee’ with 
a record of .100%, having mastered each of the assigned Bible 
passages. Ellsworth Miller, of Western District, was. elected the 
chairman of the newly formed “One Hundred Club.’ Greetings 
were brought by Rev. Dr. Paul C. White in behalf of the United 
Synod- of New York; Dr. Kinports for the Luther League of 
America; and Mr. Distler for the Board of Inner Missions of the 
ULCA. An Historic and Educational Tour of the parks of Syra- 
cuse and Onondaga County, the Onondaga Salt Museum, and a 
colonial French fort completed the social events of the convention. 

Thus, the Luther League of New York State observed the 
occasion of its 45th Amnual Convention. Each and every delegate 
now looks forward to the 46th Annual Convention at Niagara Falls 
in May, 1939. The Syracuse Convention Committee is to be con- 
gratulated on the fine convention it arranged. Inspiration, educa- 
tion, and a good time characterized the sessions throughout and 
the convention was acclaimed the best in our history by everyone 


attending, 
DAVID A. JENSEN, State Publicity Secretary 


FLORIDA 


An attitude of enthusiasm and cooperation marked the Twelfth 
Annual Convention of the Luther League of Florida Symod, held 
in St. Petersburg, June 27, through July 2. 

A tapid series of events followed from the time of arrival 
Monday evening, until we departed Friday noon. In addition to the 
regular program of the convention, the St. Petersburg Leaguers 
ente:-eined the vicitors with a Scavenge- Hunt and Watermelon 
cutting, a dance and a Beach Party and Weiner Roast. 

The days were full, beginning with breakfast each morning at 
7:45, two class periods, chapel, study period and an all-assembly 
class, then luncheon at 12:30. We were fortunate in having for 
our instructors, Rev. AG C. Davis, of Charleston, S. C.; Mrs. J. L. 
Morgan, cf Salisbury, C.; Dr. Mary_E: Markley, of Washingtan, 
D. C.; and Miss Oo Bros! us, of India. The afternoons were 
taken up with business meetings on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. A short devotional period was observed each afternoon 
immediately preceding the business session. Mrs. Wehle, the Mis- 
sionary Secretary, reported that Florida, in the first year of our 
two-year objective, Konnarock, had overpaid our $40.00 quota and 
was the first State to pay, its quota in full. 

It was decided that in addition to continuing our Konnarock 
Ob‘ective that the Synodical League would pay the per capita 
cost of each individual from the Florida Synod who attends the 
Blue Ridge Assembly. A committee was appointed to further the 
interest in this assembly. 

The new constitution was officially accepted at this convention 
and is now in full effect. 

The Life Service Secretary, Beatrice Gruel, 
Coiner, of Daytona Beach, 
Baltimore Motherhouse. 

The ‘Squawk,’ which has heretofore been the official organ of 
the Luther League only during convention time, is now to be 
published monthly and its purpose is: “To stimulate religious in- 
spiration, interest in Luther League work and closer cooperation 
among the State Leagues; to act as a spokesman for the State 
President; to act as a persuasive power for any State business; to 
act as a means of exchange of ideas and to promote in general the 
organization of the Luther League of the Florida Synod.” 

The following resolutions were accepted: (1) That we express 
appreciation to the Intermediate and Senior Leagues of St. Peters- 
burg for their kind hospitality given the Luther League Conven- 
tion and for the splendid program they have arranged; (2) That 
thanks be given to the speakers for the interest they have shown 
in attending this convention and for the help they have given 
toward making the programs both enjoyable and profitable; (3) 
That a vote of thanks be given the officers for their work toward 
the betterment of the Leagues of the State during the past year; 
(4) That the Leagues continue an active interest in the Mission- 
ary Objective and over-subscribe their quota; (5) That the Leagues 
be as prompt as possible in paying their State dues and that the 
State pay its national dues as soon as the money is available; (6) 
That the invitation be extended to all Churches to organize Senior 


f tr C reported that Jamet 
is in training for deaconess work at the 
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and Intermediate Luther Leagues; (7) That the Leagues ccoperate 
in making the “Squawk” a success; (8) That a spirit of coopera- 
tion be fostered among the several Leagues; (9) That we pledge 
our support to the Luther League of America and plan to follow 
their program to the fullest extent of our ability. 

The newly-elected officers and secretaries aie: President, Bernice 
Brubaker, Jax-Trinity; Vice-President, Mrs. Elsa Lang, St. Peter; 
Recording Secretary, Caryle Alfson, West Palm Beach; Correspond- 
ing Secretary, Dorothy Smith, Jax- St. John’s; Treasurer, Lillian 
Patterson, Miami; Life Service Secretary, Beatrice Gruel. Lake- 
land; Educational Secretary, Mary Reinheimer, Daytona; Mission- 
ary Secretary, Mrs. Irma Wehle, St. Peter; Intermediate Secretary, 
Mrs. Henrietta Simmons, Jax-St. John’s; Sustaining Membership 
Chairman, Margie Hinck, Jax-St. John’s; and Sixth Member Ex- 
ecutive Boayd, Mrs. Rose Marie Schosser, St. Petersburg. 

On Tuesday evening the Lighthouse Inn was the scene of the 
12th Annual Luther League Banquet. An interesting program was 
prepared for our enjoyment. Rev. Krueger, of Jacksonville, served 
as Toastmaster and the principal speaker of the evening was Mr. 
Victor Wehle, who spoke on the subject of ‘‘Pride—In the Church 
Among Youth.’”’ Each delegate brought a brief message from his 
League. The President, Mrs. Rose Marie Schlosser, presented the 
contest awards; first award going to West Palm Beach and the 
second to St. Petersburg Senior League. Miami League received 
honorable mention. The St. Petersburg and St. Johns (Jax) In- 
termediate Leagues received seals for their 16-point program cer- 
tificates. 

On Thursday evening, 


; following the evening Church service 
and installation of officers, 


the traditional “‘Stunt Nite’? was ob- 


served. Each League entered into the spirit of the occasion with 
original stunts, resul‘ing in rollicking merriment. After the ‘‘show” 
the St. Petersburg Leaguers served delicious refreshments. 


Our visit in St. Petersburg was delightfully entertaining and 
inspirational and it was with deep regret that we bade farewell 
to our many new and renewed friends at this convention. May we 
all meet again in Jacksonville next year! 


BERNICE BRUBAKER 


OHIO 


Inspiration, fellowship, learning—all three valuable benefits were 
derived from the annual convention of the Luther League of Ohio, 
held Sunday and Monday, June 12 and 13, at Miami Valley 
Chautauqua. 

The convention theme, “Anywhere With Jesus,” provided the 
basis for the addresses and meditations. Rev. Walden M. Holl, 
convention chaplain, used the Twenty-third Psalm as a source of 
material in planning the devotions. 

Rey. C. E. Krumbholz, D.D., Executive Secretary of the Inner 
Mission Board of the U. L. C. TAS presented the keynote address 
on the opening day using as his subject, “Security With Jesus.” 
The Leaguers will long remember the serenity of the Chapel in 
the Wocds where one of the devotional services was held. It was 
here that, some years ago; a young boy was called by Jesus to 
Life Eternal, and in his memory the present rustic chapel was 
erected. 

Miss Jessie Thomas, attired in native Hindoo costume, presented 
an interesting missionary message on her work as missionary to 
Ind’a. Mis Brenda Mehlhouse, representing the Luther League of 
America, explained the help and guidance offered by that organiza- 
tion through its various departments, presenting the whole pro- 
gram of the whole Church. 

The program was sprinkled with gay surprises, among them be- 
ing the fellowship luncheon programs by different Leagues. A 
dramatization of the State League program as carried_on through 
the departments was presented by officers of the State League with 
the help of local League and Federation officers. The skit included 
the reports of the various departments, thus reducing the length 
of the business sessions. The Young Peoples’ Cho'r of First, 
Springfield, and Senior Choir of First, Miamisburg, added a rever- 
ent note to the sessions with several anthems. 

At the busiress meeting the Missionary Secretary reported that 
Ohio’s quota for the Konnarock Objective was over-subscribed 
within a year. New officers elected were: President, Andrew 
Dropko, Lorain; Vice-President, Haro'd Lange, Akron; Sec-etary, 
Ruth Flack, Springfield ; Treasurer, Faye Kughler, Stone Creek; 
Executive Comm‘ttee, Ruth Bell, Toledo. 

Each League was asked to design and wear its own badge 
to the convention, the best one to be copied for the Ohio delegation 
to wear to the Nat‘onal Convention next year. The badge de- 
signed by the Springfield Leaguers was chosen most representative 
of the Buckeye State. 

Very fitting and beautiful was the closing Candle-light Installa- 
tion Service held Mcnday night. Afier the evening address by Rev- 
F, W. Otterbein. D.D., of Chicago, Rev. Frease conducted the 
Candle-light Service, in which the light was passed from the re- 
tring president to the new president and on to the o*her officers, 
Executive Commit‘ee, and local League presidents assembled thy rough- 
out the auditorium. 


The Lakeside Summer Schcol 


The Annual Synodical Summer School at Lakeside, July 18-24, 
gave the youth of Ohio a rare opportunity in having as leader 
of the Luther League group Mr. Alvin Schaediger, vice-president 
of the Luther League of America. Mr. Schaediger conducted a 
class using the book, “My Life,’ as a source of material. The 
assembly hour, at 11:00 A. M., and also the Workshop Hceur at 
2:00 P. M., both conducted by Mr. Schaediger, provided a wealth 
of enthusiastic material for local use. 

Several Leaguers also enrolled in the Music Institute and sang 
in the choir at the closng Church Service Sunday morning. 

The Moonlight Boat-Ride on Thursday night Claimed the at-— 
tention of young people especially, judging from the SEOs singing 
that echoed over the waters of Lake Erie that night. 


All in all, the Lakeside Summer School was more than 2 
general program. This year, more than ever, larger attendance, 
greater interest, and better leadership accounted for a “vacation 


” 


with inspiration. 
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TOPICS DEPARTMENT=Senior, Intermediate, Junior 
SENIOR TOPICS FOR SEPTEMBER, 1938 


September 4, 1938 


THE MAN WHO MADE THE MOST 
OF HIMSELF 
Hebrews 11 :24-27 
(By Rev. Harmon J. McGuire, St. Joseph, Mo.) 


Program 

Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” 

Psalm 46 

Prayer: O Heavenly Father, Who through Thy Son, Jesus Christ, 
hast brought us to sonship with Thyself: Send, we beseech 
Thee, the Spirit of Thy Son continually into our hearts, that 
amid all our striving to know and do Thy will, we may not 
lose the consciousness that Thou art ever near us to support 
our weakness, to increase our strength, and to satisfy our need; 
and grant that by Thy Spirit we may have grace ever to call 
Thee by Thy name, crying, Abba, Father; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 

Scripture Lesson: Hebrews 11 :24-27 

Presentation of Topic 

Discussion of Topic 

Offering 

Hymn: “Jesus, Still Lead On’ 

Prayer: O Lord, Who didst pray amidst the shadows of the olive 
trees, teach us to pray, lest we enter into temptation. Teach 
us the patience of unanswered prayer, and such an abiding 
trust in Thy good will that no impatience, no foolish fear, no 
suffering of the mind or body shall break our faith in Thee. 
Teach us to say: Thy will be done; to accept Thy will in all 
things; and to do it as we know it; and out of our shadows, 
bring us into the light of Thy great love for us and for_all 
mankind, Who with the Father and the Holy Ghost art God, 
blessed now and evermore. Amen. 


Silent Prayers 3 m 
Bible Readings 


Romans 5:1-11. Rewards! Blessings! Count the blessings that 
come through faith, which are enumerated in this passage. 

Daniel 6:10. Faith leads to heroic actions in the face of danger 
and persecutions. Daniel kept the faith. There is also a crown wait- 
ing for him. : 
. antes 2:17-20. Faith is trust im action, belief expressed in 
eeds. 

I John 5:4. Faith is the guarantee of ultimate victory. Thus 
led we rise victorious over the world, the flesh and the devil. 

Ephesians 6:6. Shielded by faith! This is to have the greatest 
protect.on from sin and temptation that can be found. 

Il Timothy 4:7, 8. Victory, a crown, everlasting life, approved 
of Christ, are all linked with a continued, steadfast, enduring faith. 


The Man Who Made the Most of Himself 

Moses was one of the greatest men of all time. 
Historians give him this honor. Yet, as we view his 
life at the beginning, it held very little promise of 
great things. He was born of two humble Hebrews 
bound in slavery in Egypt. Yet he later stood as the 
ambassador of God before Pharaoh and as the leader of 
his people. He formed them into a nation, gave them 
their laws, stood in the presence of Jehovah on Sinai, 
and is even now acclaimed as one of the world’s greatest 
men. The secret of his life will be interesting to every- 
one. 

Paul, in writing of Moses, declares that this secret 
was the faith Moses had in God and the choices he 
made according to that faith. Moses made the most of 
his life because he believed God, and chose to live in 
the light of that faith. 


Moses’ Faith 
Though reared in the court of Pharaoh in which 
the heathen gods were worshipped, Moses believed in 
the God of his humble people, and trusted in the prom- 
ises that had been made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
No doubt, he was tutored privately, and given all the 
advantages that would be available as the adopted son 


of Pharaoh’s daughter. He was reared in the midst 
of pomp and glory. Although his formative years were 
thus spent, through the grace of God he came to know 
and to believe in the heavenly Father of his people. He 
knew the promises that had been made to them, and 
with these he looked forward to the day when the 
promises would be fulfilled. Moses had the inward, 
and forward look of faith. These were the eternal 


principles by which he ordered his life. 


The Choices Moses Made 

Faith dictates choices, and choices result in deeds. 
As an adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter, Moses could 
have been known as a prince of the land. He could 
have remained in a king’s house, and have lived the 
life of a noble, but Moses’ eyes and heart turned toward 
the humble Hebrews, degraded in slavery, and he chose 
to be numbered with them. These were the people of 
God and he wanted to be one of them. He preferred to 
suffer the ill lot of God’s people rather than fulfill the 
highest ambitions which he might have achieved by 
remaining a member of Pharaoh’s court. 

Treasures of earth are attractive indeed, and when 
one thinks of the treasures of Egypt they become still 
more attractive. Treasures of a nation, rich and power- 
ful, mean more than an individual fortune. When the 
individual fortune and the nation’s riches are linked 
together, then we have a vision that may well stretch 
our imagination. Paul writes of Moses that the treas- 
ures of Egypt were deserted by Moses. We may well 
suppose that even in that day some one said, “Well, 
this Moses must be crazy to turn down all these op- 
portunities and riches.’ But that is just what he did. 
His eyes were on greater treasures. These were re- 
proaches that would be given him as he followed God, 
looking forward to the day of Christ. Believing and 
trusting God for his riches in that day, Moses de- 
liberately turned down a nation’s treasures, and all 
that meant, looking forward to the reward that would 
be his from God. 

Paul again calls our attention to the fact that it 
wasn’t the unfortunate killing of the Egyptian task- 
master alone that caused Moses to leave Egypt, but 
that it was also his deliberate choice to leave Pharaoh 
and the court that sent him into the land of Midian. 
Pharaoh’s wrath was kindled against him because he 
dared reject the rule and reign of the monarch. Moses 
chose to serve a greater Ruler. 

All that came to Moses thereafter seemed to be in- 
separably linked with these choices made by his un- 
faltering faith in God. These principles of faith con- 
tinued to be his guide. 

Let us re-state these principles that we may gain the 
view that was his. Weymouth translates Hebrews 11:1 
as “Now faith is a confident assurance of that for 
which we hope, a conviction of the reality of things 
which we do not see.” This young man, Moses, treas- 
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ured in his heart the essence of this truth. His mind 
was enlightened by the promise of God. His spirit was 
filled with an assurance that God meant what He said. 
He knew that though it looked altogether impossible at 
the time, God would accomplish all that He had prom- 
ised. While Moses had not seen God, he believed 
Him completely. That faith was strengthened beside 
the burning bush on Mt. Sinai, and in the wilderness. 
He always remembered that there is a reward for those 
who keep the faith. 
Moses’ Reward 

We were speaking of the treasures that were re- 
jected, and now we may well speak of treasures received 
as we recount the many rewards that came to Moses. 
He heard the voice of God; became God’s ambassador 
to Pharaoh and His people’s leader, the father of a 
nation; one through whom the commandments were 
given; so honored in heaven that he came to confer 
with Jesus on the mountain of Transfiguration. 

Moses was right. There were rewards. 
do come from God. 

Moses was a man who had only one thing to work 
with, yet he was one who made the most of himself. 
The one thing he possessed was his great and abiding 
faith in God. Paul writes that it was through faith 
that Moses succeeded. 

This brings a wonderful thought to us today as 
we hear so much of heredity, environment, impossibili- 
ties and dark ways. God’s grace is still supreme. Moun- 
tains may still be removed by faith. God’s promises are 
as certain today as they were in the days of Moses. 
However, let us not forget that Moses spent forty 
years alone in Midian, and forty years in the wilderness. 
What of that if our faith leads us Godward? 


Rewards 


Questions 
1. What was the promise that encouraged Moses? 
Name five great promises that God has made to 
us. 
Can we depend on them to be true? 
How does our faith influence our choices? 
5. Give a brief history of Moses’ life. 


AY 


Further References 


The books of Moses: Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 


Genesis 
$3 
Deuteronomy. 


1938 
Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 


THE MAN WHO WASTED HIMSELF 


Judges 16:21-31 
(By Rev. Harmon J. McGuire, St. Joseph, Mo.) 


September 11, 


Program 
Hymn: -‘Saviour, Blessed Saviour” 
Psalm 91 
Prayer: O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst send forth Thy a 


to preach glad tidings of the Gospel, and didst command that it 
be taught to all men, we thank Thee for the unbroken line of 
faithful witnesses through whom it has come to us, and that 
we, though the least of Thy saints, may serve Thee in the same 
holy calling. Grant, we implore Thee, to us and to all people, 
Thy promised grace, that, intent upon fulfilling Thy commis- 
sion, we may shrink from no labor, withhold no service, and be 
turned aside by no doubts and discouragements, until Thou 
dost call us to rejoice in the fruit of our toil in Thy heavenly 


Kingdom; Who livest and reignest with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, One God, world without end. Amen, 
Hymn: “Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross” 


Scripture Lesson: Judges 16:21-31 
Presentation of Topic 
Discussion of Topic 


Offering 
Hymn: ‘A Charge To Keep I Have” 


- enrich and ennoble our life. 
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Prayer: Almighty God, Lord of angels, Father of men, who openest 
Thine hand and fillest all things with plenty; teach us to use 
the gifts of Thy providence soberly and temperately, that our 
temptations may not be too strong for us, nor our affections 
sensual and unholy. Grant, O Lord, that the blessings which 
Thou givest us may neither minister to sin nor to sickness, but 
to health and holiness and thanksgiving; so that in the strength 
of Thy provision we may faithfully and diligently servé Thee; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


Silent Prayer : : 
Bible Readings 


Deuteronomy 7:9. God is faithful. How wonderful that there 
is One who is constant, true and dependable. God has never broken 
a promise. He alone is faithful. 

Psalm 89:1. Here is a great theme for our singing and our 
prayers: Our witness before men may be about the faithfulness of 

od. 

Hebrews 13:8. Always the same loving, merciful, kind and 
righteous Saviour in whom we may trust eternally. 

Psalm 103:17. “Dost thou desire mercy?” Here is the sure 
way to know His everlasting mercy. is ours. 

Luke 19:17. The rewards of God are rich and wonderful. They 
They are very, very precious. 

This is the great task of Christian living, i. e., 
and obedience to the Holy 


Hebrews 12:1. 
to patiently endure by watchfulness, 


ave The Man Who Wasted Himself 
‘Judges 16:21-31 

The brief account of the settlement of the promised 
land by the Israelites tells us of the many struggles 
against invading tribes. Perhaps the most severe attacks 
were those made by the Philistines. Israel was domin- 
ated by this tribe for some forty years, but at last 
there came one to deliver them. He became the nation’s 
hero, and the enemy’s plague. 


Samson 

This historical account in Judges reveals that this 
deliverer was Samson. He was blessed from his birth 
with the blessing of the Lord. “The Spirit of the Lord 
began to move him at times,” early in life. Due to his 
extraordinary strength, which was a gift from the 
Lord, this man liberated his people and delivered them 
from the hand of the Philistines. Samson was a mem- 
ber of the Nazarite sect. These took a vow of separa- 
tion and self-imposed discipline for the purpose of some 
special service. As a sign of this vow, he was to ab- 
stain from drinking wine, and from cutting his hair. 
He was a mighty man, with a great purpose in life, and 
he judged Israel some twenty years. 

There are many things in Samson’s life that seem 
to be contradictory to these great qualities and describe 
to us his great opportunities. 


The Broken Covenant 

As the story goes, Samson fell in love and was be- 
trayed by a woman. We cannot lay full blame on her, 
for undoubtedly the dullest person would recognize a 
trap after having it sprung before his eyes several times. 
However, due to her influence, Samson told her “every- 
thing from his heart,” and when he slept Delilah had 
his head shaved. When he arose his strength was gone 
because the Lord was no longer with him. We miss 
the point when we think that the secret of his strength 
was in his hair. It was in what his hair represented, 
which was faithfulness to his vow, and his consecration. 
His hair was the witness of the great power that came 
from God. Throughout life he had kept his vow. He 
was faithful to God, and God was faithful to him. His 
shorn head was witness to his broken vow. 


The Result of Broken Promises 
The result of broken vows and wasted opportunities 
can be found in blind Samson. His strength was gone. 
When he sought to shake off the bonds that had been 
placed around him he found this impossible. This is 
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a true story of life. Our strength goes when we drive 
the Lord from us. Our strength is depleted as the 
promises that we have made are broken. We may con- 
tinue for a time, confident we are as strong as ever, 
but when the test comes, we discover all at once that 
we are dreadfully weak. Such is the power of sin. 

The enemies of Samson took him and gouged his 
eyes out and left him blind. Fashion a picture of him 
now. A great body known for his prowess is now an 
empty shell. Eyes that could see and behold are no 
longer useful. All of his skill and strength and directing 
powers are gone. Again this is a true picture of life 
for such is the final effect of sin. Sin cannot be played 
with or disregarded. It may not be noticed at first, but 
it still works as it did in Samson. It breaks down re- 
serves and then attacks the ideals and principles of life, 
and when these yield the soul is left blind. Literally, 
our soul’s eyes are gouged out and when the Spirit de- 
parts, behold what a barren, wasted place both life and 
heart become. 

Samson’s imprisonment brought another loss both 
to himself and to his people. He was their leader, their 
champion, and bound with chains this opportunity was 
lost. The leadership of his people passed in to someone 
else. Again we find in Samson a picture of life. We 
never suffer alone for our sins, and this is especially 
true if we occupy a place of leadership. The Lord Jesus 
said, “If the blind lead the blind, shall they not both 
fall into the pit?” Leadership with all its personal re- 
sponsibilities adds also the responsibility for those who 
are led. We look at what Samson suffered without re- 
membering those who suffered with him. If we be 
leaders, let us ceaselessly call to mind our vows. 

This man stood for something in the midst of the 
Philistines which was greater than his strength of body. 
His powers were a witness to His God. His success a 
story of how God blessed the faithful. His life told the 
enemies of God’s people about God’s power. This was 
his greatest privilege and opportunity. The broken vow 
and all that led up to it swept this joy out of his life. 
His enemies took him and to them his capture meant 
the weakness of his God. The last picture we have of 
him is.in a heathen temple, in the midst of a praise 
service to a heathen god. Here he was affording them 
an opportunity to cast slurs upon his God, because of 
His evident weakness and to bring to Dagon naught 
but praise because of his strength. How miserable Sam- 
son must have been! How miserable we must be when, 
because of our unregulated lives, we carry to the world 
the same kind of witness. 


The Way Back 

The story of Samson’s life is black indeed, and sets 
forth truly the results of a wasted life. However, we 
cannot stop here with such a picture of the futility of 
wasted strength, but must ask ourselves the question, 
“Ts this the only end possible?’ The answer must be 
that even for the mighty who have fallen, there is a 
way back. David found that way. The thief on the 
cross was guided to it by Jesus. Therefore, before we 
close our consideration, we must needs notice a few 
things about Samson’s last moments. We are told his 
hair began to grow again after it was shaven. Again 
we say his hair was not the important fact, but as it 
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was the symobl of his keeping the covenant he had 
made at the beginning, so later it could mean the same. 
Samson needed not so much new hair, as he needed a 
newness of soul. When he prayed it was to recognize 
that his strength came from God. He prayed in humble- 
ness and he acted upon that prayer. Let us remember 
also that in that moment his strength was renewed. 
There is a way back. Surely we have all had times of 
weakness, yielding to temptation and have faced the 
same problems as Samson faced. Surely we have been 
renewed in faith and purpose through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He is the Way! 


Questions 
1. What are some of the vows we have made? 
2. What covenant was established in your baptism? 
3. What pledge is given at confirmation? 
4. What promises are made in the confessional 
service preceding communion? 
5. How may we find the way back? 


September 18, 1938 
Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 


THE MAN WHO CAME OUT ON TOP 


Genesis 41 :38-45 
(By Rev. Harmon J. McGuire, St. Joseph, Mo.) 


Program 


Hymn: “Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove” 

The story of Joseph’s life. (Appoint several to tell in their 
words the story of Joseph’s life. 
sign the periods.) 

Scripture Lésson: Genesis 41 :38-45 

Prayer: Almighty and Everlasting God, Whose Word in the Holy 
Scriptures and in the ministrations of Thy house is implanted 
in our hearts, even as seed is sown in the ground: Grant us 
receptive minds, we pray Thee, good and honest hearts, free 
from selfishness and sin; so that by the quickening power of 
Thy Spirit we may become not hearers only, but doers of the 
Word; and having the eyes of our understanding enlightened 
and the spirit of our mind renewed, be enabled to bring forth 
spiritual fruit in all goodness and righteousness and truth, 
proving what is acceptable unto Thee and serviceable unto our 
fellowmen; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 

Presentation of Topic 

Discussion of Topic 

ffering 

Hymn: “Beautiful Saviour” 

Prayer: O God, Who rulest the world from everlasting to ever- 
lasting : Speak to our hearts when courage fails, and men faint 
for fear, and the love of many grows cold, and there is dis- 
tress of the nations upon earth. Keep us resolute and _ steadfast 
in the things that cannot be shaken, abounding in hope and 
knowing that our labor is not in vain in Thee. Restore our 
faith in the omnipotence of good; renew in us the love which 
never faileth; and make us to lift up our eyes and behold, be- 
yond the things which are seen and temporal, the things which 
are unseen and eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


Silent Prayer 
Bible Readings 


All things worked for good for Joseph in the 
earlier days. Here is a statement of the faith of Paul to the same 
effect. Today it is the same for those who love God. 

II Corinthians 11:23-28. Paul could count some sufferings 
but who is to say his life counted for naught and amounted to 


own 
Divide it into periods and as- 


Romans 8:28. 


nothing? 

Psalm 23, David knew his God and was confident in His 
shepherding care. David became king. 

John 15. Vines are to be pruned, lives are to be purged. 


Joined to Christ “the dead branches drop away. Loving Christ is 


doing His will. 
Matthew 6:33. The good of life is to keep seeking the first 
things, and the secondary things will be added. God has promised 


this 

r. Romans 12:1, 2. Paul thus defines such a life as a reasonable 
service. A glorious, blessed life will result. A life acceptable to 
God which will be hid in Christ on the Resurrection Day. 


The Man Who Came Out On Top, 

The life of Joseph was certainly filled with many 
wonderful things. When he was seventeen years old he 
was a shepherd boy and rose to be prime minister of 
all Egypt when a little past thirty. He was accorded 
deep hatred and great honor. ‘He was thrown into 
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prison to be pardoned by Pharaoh. And so we could 
go on and on, listing his ill treatment and honors be- 
cause his whole life was made up of these things. Dis- 
couragements, one after another, followed him, yet 
through trial, temptation, and hate, he rose to positions 
of highest trust. His life deserves our close study for 
it will tell us the reasons why he was able to reach these 
positions of honor. 

1. Joseph was ever conscious of God’s directing 
power during his sufferings. When his borthers sued 
for peace after the death of their father, Jacob, Joseph 
answered them thus, “Ye thought evil against me, but 
God meant it unto good.” When he was in prison scrip- 
ture states, “But the Lord was with Joseph.” Even a 
prison may be a glorious place if God is there granting 
mercy. Through all these trials Joseph was confident 
that God was with him. There were many times when 
he had reasons to think otherwise. When his brothers 
cast him into the well, we may imagine as he sat there 
in total darkness waiting for the next event to happen, 
that it was hard to think that’ God wanted him there. 
He stood for righteousness in the house of Potiphar only 
to be cast into prison, and again it might seem that he 
had plenty of reason to think God had deserted him. 
But not so with Joseph; he had an inward calm born 
of a complete trust in his God that led him through all 
of these experiences. He was ever faithful! He knew 
and believed God was with him, therefore, no one would 
prevail against him. 

2. Joseph was ever conscious of God’s directing 
power when he was successful. Success is as much of 
a test of what is in an individual as the sufferings of life. 
Indeed, success may be more of a trial than failure. 
There have been many wonderful characters who have 
been the soul of honor while climbing to a seat of 
honor, but having arrived and sat down in that seat 
they become altogether different persons. When given 
the supreme position of trust in Egypt, Joseph quietly 
went about his tasks discharging faithfully his duties. 
He had power but never misused it. Here again he 
never lost sight of the fact that God was with him. 

3. Joseph carried no grudge against those who de- 
spitefully used him. Hate held no part of him. His 
brothers hated him and sold him into slavery but when 
they asked for grain he served them in love. Evidently 
Joseph had not day-dreamed about vengeance during his 
spare moments, nor had he allowed the injury done unto 
him to warp his better judgment. His brothers stood 
before him, the court room was cleared and Joseph 
stepped forth to tell them that he was their brother. 
Here he unfolds a spirit in which revenge had no part, 
and hate had no place. When man feels that he is a 
brother to his fellowmen, hate will disappear. 

Joseph stood forth to practice what Christ seeks to 
establish in the hearts of all His disciples, namely, for- 
giveness. How truly wonderful is this portrayal of “Love 
your enemies,’ “Do good to those that despitefully use 
you,” and “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” The Prime 
Minister of Egypt displayed not his dignity nor his 
power but stood forth happy that he could forgive his 
brethren. We are now beholding character that ap- 
proaches perfection. How Christ-like was Joseph. 

4. Joseph carried his youthful ideal of righteous- 
ness into manhood. When he was seventeen years old 
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he was sent forth to work with his brothers. While 
working with them he was brought face to face with 
their evil practices, and decided then and there to. have 
no part in their doings. His decision led him to tell 
his father, Jacob. Now we may think of him as a tale- 
bearer but before we pass judgment let us remember 
his love for his father, and since the practices of his 
brothers would have harmed his father, the report he 
made was just. He stood for things that were right. 


This same characteristic brought him to positions 
of trust, in both the house of Potiphar and in prison. 
The same is true of him when he became the leader 
of the land. No doubt there were many opportunities 
for him to have done things for his own advantage when 
the store-houses were completed and the grain stored 
away, but scripture tells of no voice lifted up to accuse 
him of graft, or misdealing. His passion was for that 
which was right. His rule of, life was expressed in his 
own words, “How shall I do this great wickedness and 
sin against God?” Any man, young or old, with that 
loyalty to God’s blessed will, will have the kind of char- 
acter that is sure to succeed, 


5. Joseph accepted every situation and set about 
to improve it. We just can not think of Joseph sitting 
down and crying about the things that happened to him. 
He didn’t give up and become sour, and resentful. He 
didn’t say he had been given a raw deal and the whole 
world was against him. He didn’t become a reactionary 
and begin to cause trouble wherever he went. Joseph 
had greater things to think about and much more to do. 
There is no doubt that slavery was distasteful to him 
and we can be sure he didn’t shout for joy because he 
was sent to prison. He needed to show his willingness 
to labor and to lead others to have confidence in him. 
How well he accomplished this is shown in the re- 
sponsibilities Potiphar gave to him, and the tasks the 
jailer gave him to do. He built his life upon service— 
service that was good, willing and cheerful. The differ- 
ence between him and the others around him was 
shown in the fact that he became the Prime Minister 
who directed the others and saved a nation from sufter-’ 
ing. Success does not just happen. Edison described 
it as “ninety-nine per cent. perspiration and one per cent. 
inspiration.” Joseph’s life shows us that success is built 
on character and talent. Character that was molded by 
faith, strengthened by adversity, sweetened by love and 
motivated by the will of God. These are some of the 
reasons why Joseph always came out on top. 


Throughout the entire recital of his life we can see 
the hand of God preparing a place for His people where 
they might develop. Joseph came out on top because 
he was in tune with the will and purpose of God. This 
is a most suggestive thought. 


Questions 

1. What additional characteristics of Joseph can 
be named which were elements in his success? 

2. Are these elements of character assurance of 
success today? Give reason. 

3. What is meant by being “in tune” with the will 
and purpose of God? : 

4. Has God anything to do with our lives. today? 

5. What has this study added to the purpose of 
your life? 
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September 25, 1938 
Luther League Day 


HELPS ON THE CHRISTIAN ADVENTURE 
“THE LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW” 


(Prepared by Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Executive Secretary 
of the Luther League of America) 


Getting Ready 


The Luther League Review will celebrate its fiftieth ~ 


anniversary in April and we want to prepare for this un- 
usual occasion, To prepare for this event we want to 
begin on this Luther League Day and interest those who 
are not subscribers to get an idea of our youth periodi- 
cal and as a subscriber to celebrate in April the Golden 
Jubilee. 


Sample copies of past issues wul be sent to the 
leader in your group on request to the Luther League of 
America, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Send 
your order early as the supply is limited. 

Assign to the various members of your group the 
parts which they are to speak or read and act out in 
the meeting. Ask them to practice these before-hand 
so that they will be at ease. 


In these conversations arrange both boys and girls 
as the personnel will permit. You will need for stage 
equipment, a table and some chairs and several copies 
of the Luther League Review. 


The simplest plan is to have the different speakers 
come to the front of the room as their turn comes. 


The Service 
Leader: Tonight we are preparing to celebrate the 
fiftieth anniversary of the Luther League Review, our 
official publication. This Golden Anniversary will be 
celebrated next April, but we want to prepare ourselves 
and carry over this preparation through the months 
ahead so that we will observe the anniversary with all 

our Leaguers having a vital part. 


Tonight as we think of those first Leaguers who 
so valiantly adventured in this new youth organization 
of the Church, we want to sing some of the hymns 
which were sung by these pioneers, and which we still 
enjoy. 

(The leader may choose from this list the number 
of songs he wishes to use:) 


“Sun of My Soul, Thou Saviour Dear” 
“Yield Not To Temptation” 

“Saviour Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 
“Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me” 

“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 


Scripture: St. Matthew 5:3-16. 


Prayer: Ask God to help enter into this worship 
service in the spirit of those Leaguers of the past, who 
sought God through worship and service. 

Pray for right use of talents we possess. 

Pray for a greater trust and that we may be 
worthy of the trust which God reposed in us. 

Pray for our Luther League Review that it 
may continue to carry the message of God’s Word 
to us. 

Ask God to bless all the young people who are 
meeting in devotional services. 
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Leader: Have someone read the invitation from the 
Luther League Review appearing in this issue. 


Part I—The Meeting 
’ First Leaguer (seated at table looking through sev- 
eral magazines): Just look at the liquor advertisements 
in these magazines. Almost every page has something 
about liquor on it. 

Second Leaguer: The magazines make a lot of 
money from the advertising. They print advertising 
about alcohol regardless of whether or not they think it 
harmful, because they are interested in making money. 
Do you read the Luther League Review? There are no 
such advertisements on its pages. 

First Leaguer: I never get a chance to see the 
Luther League Review except when I lead a meeting. 
I wish there were more taken in our League. 

Second Leaguer: The thing I like about the Re- 
view is that it helps us to see the Christian point of view 
on questions that concern us today and gives us sug- 
gestions as to what we can do to change things for the 
better. It also helps us to set up standards and ideals 
for which we can work. There are so many magazines 
that are interested only in making money and so don’t 
care whether they print things that may be harmful. 
We need to read Church periodicals that give us Chris- 
tian viewpoints on life. 

First Leaguer: You know, ever since we had that 
discussion about worship, I’ve been setting aside a 
period each day for prayer and Bible study. I feel, how- 
ever, that if I have definite scripture assignments, I'd 
get more good out of that time. 

Second Leaguer: Why don’t you use the Daily 
Bible Readings in the Review? They will not only sug- 
gest the Bible Reading for each day but will also pro- 
voke thought on the topic which we will discuss at our 
League meetings for each of these Bible Readings are 
applicable to our topics. Many persons have tried this 
plan and are very enthusiastic about it. 


Other little skits may be arranged as the leader 
may desire. Get someone to prepare a skit and if suc- 
cessful, send it to the Editor of the Luther League Re- 
view. 


Part II 

Leader: Distribute sample copies of the Review or 
pass one of the Reviews you have at hand to the mem- 
bers. 

Let’s look to see what we have had in our Review 
during the past year. (Name some articles and topics 
and explain the contents.) 

For example, here’s an article on “Peace.” In these 
days when there is so much twisting and concealing the 
truth by people who are interested in their own selfish 
concerns, it is important that we try ta get the facts 
on peace. If we are to avoid war, we must work for a 
better understanding of people and nations. We must 
seek the truth if we are really interested in building 
God’s kingdom. 

Let’s read through this article. 
utes for this.’ 

Here’s another interesting and helpful part of our 
Review—the Topics material. Did you read the Topic 
discussion on “The Threats to Our Liberty?” It was 


(Allow a few min- 
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one of the topics for July. We have heard that this 
topics material was published in two other youth maga- 
zines since its publication in the Review. 

(Allow a few minutes for someone to present some 
of the highlights in that topic.) 

Leader: We have seen how useful the Review can 
be to our League. There are not enough subscriptions 
taken here to supply our needs. We ought to have ad- 
ditional copies that can be cut up as well as copies for 
our own use. How do you think we might arrange for 
getting these extra copies? 

Many Leagues are finding it a good plan to make 
provision in the League budget for subscribing to a 
club (five or ten subscriptions. Price of five copies is 
$1.00 each per year, ten copies 90 cents each per year.) 

This is an opportunity we ought not to miss. Ac- 
cording to the plan the Review is inviting 2,000 more 
young people to join in the Anniversary party next 
April. During the months of October and November 
we are asked to help invite these 2,000 new subscribers 
to be guests at the party. The quota for our State or 
Synodical League is...... (State of Synodical League 
quotas are published on page 5.) I hope we will do 
our part in meeting this quota of subscriptions. 

By our subscriptions we do not pay the entire cust 
of the Luther League Review. At present the Luther 
League of America must subsidize this publication out 
of the current fund. I have just learned that another 
youth magazine of another communion is subsidized by 
the Church to the extent of three thousand dollars a 
year. We want to make our Review self-supporting by 
our subscriptions. 


This League ought to have one club at least. How 
many of you will join in this plan that is a sure benefit 
not only to our League but to ourselves as individuals? 
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Part I1I—Closing Worship 
Scripture: “And as he was going forth into the way, 
there ran one to him, and kneeled to him, and asked him, 
Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal] 


life?” (Mark 10:17) 


Leader: Jesus is forever meeting young men and 
women at the crossroads of life even as He met the 
rich young ruler. To fail to see Him, to fail to hear 
Him, and to fail to follow Him is to fail in getting the 
best from life. 

Hymn (Stanza 1): “Just As I Am, Thine Own To 
Be.” (Tune: “Just As I Am.”) 


Just as I am, thine own to be, 
Friend of the young, who lovest me, 
To consecrate myself to Thee, 

O Jesus Christ, I come. 

Leader: It isn’t always easy to know what follow- 
ing Jesus means. There are many helps however, that 
we can use. We must learn to use all of them if we are 
to make the most of living. Those of us who are really 
in earnest about going on the Christian adventure will 
understand that it takes thought and it takes work. The 
Review can help us in that adventure. 


Prayer: O God, our Father, we want to work in 


- Thy service. Show us how we may use our gifts in the 


building of Thy kingdom. We pray that we may not let 
any obstacles stand in the way of achieving our best. 
Help us to work for truth, and righteousness, and Thee. 
Amen, 

Sing, prayerfully, in closing the last stanza of the 
hymn: 


Just as I am, young, strong, and free, 

To be the best that I can be 

For truth, and righteousness, and Thee, 
Lord of my life, I come.—Marianne Hearn 


Note: After the meeting be sure that the order for the Review 
is sent to Headquarters promptly, The Luther League Review, 122% 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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INTERMEDIATE TOPICS FOR SEPTEMBER 


September 4, 1938 


WHY GO TO SCHOOL? 
Proverbs 3:15-22 
To Leader: Find out what the three R’s of education are. 
Next ask the group if those three R’s are a means to an end in 
themselves. If a ‘‘means,” then learn how many in the group plan 


to complete high school and possibly go to college with the start 
given them by these three R’s. 


The Topic is put in a question form to give each 
Leaguer a chance to decide why he or she should go 
to school. In learning the three R’s of education, you 
did not ask why. You just learned them because your 
parents and the State said: “Go to school.” But now 
you are coming to the age where you may decide for 
yourself whether or not you will continue to go to 
school. Naturally, the why of it all should concern 
you. Many youth attend higher schools of learning 
who are wasting their time and their parents’ money. 
They get nothing and the college can give them nothing. 
They go more for the social life than for any other 
reason. Even in high school some boys and girls are 
getting previous little. Why? Let us, therefore, be 
honest in finding out why you go to school. 


1. Is it for purely social or athletic reasons? Should 
you not develop, on the other hand, these two sides of 
life as a part of school training? Will an education 
amount to much unless you are trained to mingle with 
people? Is not that one of the aims of education? Then, 
too, isn’t a strong body needed for a strong mind? I 
believe we all agree that sociability and physique are 
desirable, but I trust that none of you will warp your 
education by placing emphasis upon anything but an 
improvement of the three R’s of school training. 

2. Is it for “gain” or “give” that you go to school? 
It is not for both these reasons? Your instructors had 
to first gain a knowledge of their subjects before they 
could give information to you. But the point in mind 
in this connection is, do you intend to use your educa- 
tion for selfish reasons? After all, is a selfish man truly 
educated? I visited, the other day, two large estates 
of prominent men. The one was open to the public tor 
their enjoyment, the other hedged in by a high, spiked - 
iron fence, with guards stationed at every gateway 
Which of these two men had to give and which had- 
not to give? What parable did Jesus mention that re- 
ferred to a selfish rich man? 
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3. Is it for a purely technical training that you go 
to school? That is, are you getting knowledge for 
knowledge’s sake, or for the good purposes to which 
you may devote it? Isn’t it possible to miss the heart 
of truth, which is the ultimate aim of all education, by 
limiting one’s self to a method or system that makes 
of the mind a one-tracked affair? 


Some Positive Good from School 

1. School training broadens the mind, deepens the 
conviction and enlarges the sympathies. (a) It fits you 
for the job of thinking through a problem or situation. 
Reports heard or read will then be weighed on the 
scales of good common sense and self-determination. 
Illustrate how false reports and misrepresented facts 
about people are cleared away by thinking people. (b) 
The best is held to, all else scrapped. Right and truth 
will prevail. (c) The world outside yourself will be- 
come your workbench. 

2. School training will enlarge your native abilities. 
All of us are born with some natural endowments, like 
diamonds in the rough, but much mental exercise is 
needed before we can market ourselves at face value. 

3. Friendships are formed at school that continue 
on through life. School friendships are most likely to 
be one’s dearest friendships, because they are formed 
at an age and under conditions that make for true 
friendship. 

4. Finally, the wisdom acquired at school “is more 
precious than rubies,’ according to our lesson. Verse 
15 further states that one who has understanding has 
more wealth than is possible to receive were all one’s 
for other things realized. Suppose you take a vote 
on this proposition: “I’d rather have a million dollars 
than understanding.’ Now suppose you had _ both. 
Which would you be willing to give up if it were a 
matter of choosing between them? 

If you decided for the money, read in verses 16 to 
18 what wisdom will do for you. List what a million 
dollars would likely undo for you. Which do you choose 
now? Who make fools of themselves generally—people 
with understanding or without it? 


September 11, 1938 


THE PLACE OF RELIGION IN EDUCATION 
Proverbs 1:7, 8; 2; 1-12 

First let us decide what religion is. Is it not more 
than a belief? More than a creed? More than the 
Church? More than a person? To the Christian, re- 
ligion is the life of Jesus Christ. Christian man is only 
religious who strives to put into daily practice the 
principles and life taught by the Master. Since the life 
of Christ was fashioned in strict accordance with and 
obedience to the will of God the Christian religion calls 
for a doing of that same perfect will of God. 

Next, let us fix in our minds the fact that all true 
education is derived from God. Who are the enlightened 
taces? Name some of them. Who: are the ignorant 
races?’ -Name some of them. What is your explanation 
for the difference between the two groups? Isn’t true 
education thinking out God’s thoughts? : 

In the-third place, religious people are Ee pacnie 
for the world having the benefits of education:. Who are 
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some of the world’s greatest leaders of the past and 
present who, wherever they led, the blessings of learn- 
ing followed? Who founded the first colleges in 
America? Who is educating the heathen? What is the 
first work of foreign missionaries? Educate or evangel- 
ize? What was the great commission of the Master? 


Now if you have those three facts tucked away in 
your minds, let,us see if we can be truly educated with- 
out religion. 


Where, in the earliest record of history, must you 
go to get a start in education? Read Genesis 1:1. How 
much source material is there prior to the Christian era 
on the subject of education? What great subject is 
dealt with in the Old Testament? If religion played 
such an important role in the life of one people, does it 
not go to prove that religion must accompany us if edu- 
cation is to mean anything at all? 


Now pass on into a study of history since the Chris- 
tian era. What feelings and motives have played the 
greatest part in the upward movement of the world? 
Were they not religious? If they were not religious, 
then account for progress among nations that know 
God and the lack of progress among nations that know 
not God. 


With God playing so important a place in the crea- 
tion and advancement of the world, how can you and 
I hope to be truly educated without religion? It just 
cannot be done. Oh, yes! you may be educated without 
religion, but it will not include heart growth and it very 
often won’t include head growth in the right direction. 
It is said that if you educated a pickpocket, he won't 
any longer bother picking pockets, but will forge a 
name to a bank draft or raise a check. 


One of the problems facing high school youth is 
the problem of evolution. Some educators say man 
came from a monkey. Against this theory the Bible 
says man came from God, Genesis 1:27; 2:7. No Chris- 
tian person can gainsay the teaching of the Bible and 
remain loyal to his God. There is a type of evolution 
that we may honestly hold to. That is where a normal 
and natural development of all life occurs. As each of 
us grow so mankind has grown with an increase that 
has been consistent with the purpose of God. 


Another problem you must face in everyday life is 
that of applying religion to practical situations. You 
may be trained as a financier. What relationship will 
religion have with the making of money? You may 
take up law, or medicine, or what not. How will you 
apply your religion to your job? Will you, as an edu- 
cated person, pursue methods contrary to the teachings 
of your religious convictions? Will you stoop to the level 
of spiritual poverty for the sake of material gain? 

The fear (reverential trust) of the Lord, says Solo- 
mon, is the beginning of knowledge. The truth of this 
age-old proverb cannot be denied: Will not perfect 
trust in God’s plan for our life accomplish more for us 
than if we go it alone? - 
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SCHOOL LIFE GOALS 
: Philippians 313-16 


To Leader: . Point eek the. necessity for school objectives. Dis- 
cuss how difficult it will be to “set up after-school goals, without 
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How does habit in school bear upon 
the conduct of life after school? What will aimlessness_ in_ school 
lead, to afterwards? What are the ambitions of later life? Debate: 
What I am in school determines what 111 be in atter-schooi aays. 


first having had school goals. 


Topic 

Was Paul, according to Philippians 3:13, 14, satis- 
fied with the things already accomplished? Had Paul 
whereof to be proud in his past life and accomplish- 
ments? (Philippians 3:4-6) How did he measure his 
past with the present and the future? (Philippians 3:9, 10) 
What additional possession did he seek from Philip- 
pians 3: 9, 10? How did he expect to get this new 
possession? By sitting idly down or by pressing on? 
(Philippians 3:14) Does this same method of getting 
things done apply to us? (Philippians 3:15, 16) Did 
Paul limit his efforts to a mark, or did he strive aim- 
lessly to accomplish his life’s goal? 

We, too, must have set goals in life, so let us think 
upon a few of them. 


I. Thought Goal 

Before we can set up a school-life goal we must de- 
cide first on a “thought goal.”’ The Bible says: “As a 
man thinketh in his heart, so is he.’ Can our accompish- 
ments go higher than our thinking? Must not one first 
decide on a certain line of action before setting out to 
do it? To recite on an assignment lesson can you hope 
to do it without thinking in advance? The importance 
of thinking out a plan for school life is assuredly rec- 
ognized. Accordingly, don’t make the mistake of just 
letting purposes form. Goals must. be decided upon. 
How important it is that the details of each school life 
goal be worked out. 


II. Life Goal 

A straight thinker is a straight “shooter.” If one’s 
thinking is confused, his life will be confused. Life is a 
thing in the making, not a finished product. What did 
Jesus come among men for? (John 10:10) What is the 
essential thing about a life goal; the work you are 
planning to do, or the way you aim to live? Should not 
your life goal in school be to live pure lives, honest 
lives, courageous lives? Will not whatever job you 
are fitting yourselves for be more successfully filled 
if your lives are abundantly enriched by the living pres- 
ence of Jesus? Put up a school-life standard of purest 
white and follow it wherever and however it leads. 


III. Work Goal 
Nothing good! is accomplished without hard work. 
Clean thoughts and a clean life won’t in themselves do 
your school tasks—work must be added. Did Paul 
mean that he was loafing on the job when he said, “I 
press toward the mark, etc’? Jesus had the highest 
goal ever set for man. Did He work to reach it or 
not? Give Bible references to prove that He worked. 
How does cheating militate against working? What 
kind of a workman does Jesus ask us to be? What does 

Paul say about it? (II Timothy 3:17) 


IV. PLAY GOAL 
“All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.” 
Therefore, let one of your goals be that of a reason- 
able amount of play. Should play be engaged in merely 
for the sake of play, or for the developing of the right 
spirit of play? Play should make good sports of the 
players, Discuss these ten tests of good sportsmanship: 
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A good sportsman 


1. Does not boast, 7. And as well as he can, 
2. Nor quit, 8. He enjoys the pleasures 
3. Nor make excuses when he of risk, 

fails 9. He gives his opponent the 


benefit of the doubt, 


And values the game itself 
more than the result. 


4. He is a cheerful loser, 

5. And a quiet winner, 10. 

6. He plays fair, 

V. Faith Goal 

The beginning and the end of all worthy purposes 
is faith and trust in God. Above all else students need 
a faith goal. What kind of faith needed is described 
by Peter in II Peter 3:18. The apostle speaks of “growth 
in grace” and “in knowledge of Jesus Christ.” How can 
these be reached without a faith goal? Your tempta- 
tions are many. False teachings and half-truths will 
be* encountered. A living faith in Christ will meet all 
such, while a weak faith will fail you. 

Faith in God is a practical thing. It will run pleas- 
antly through all the experiences of life and help you 
attain unto every worthy goal set up by you. 


September 25, 1938 
LUTHER LEAGUE DAY 
Genesis 14:1-31 


Text: Genesis 15:15—~‘Speak unto the children of Israel 
that they go forward.” 


Go Forward! 

Let this be our slogan for the year 1938-1939. The 
trafhc officer must use the stop sign to control traf- 
fic; so must we. Let tonight be a “stop” meeting to 
get our bearings, then for the rest of the year see only 
green and “Go Forward.” 

While we're stopped let us learn a few lessons 
from the children of Israel. At the point we find them 
in our scripture lesson they are ready to march on 
toward the Promised Land. For many years they have 
been enslaved by the Egyptians. Cruel and soul-killing 
were their experiences under the Pharaohs. They were 
hopelessly lost as far as becoming the spokesmen of 
God’s plan of saving all the world was concerned. But 
a chosen deliverer of their lost cause was sent to them. 
That man was Moses. 

This man Moses made many friendly attempts to 
get their release from Egypt. These failed. Then 
Moses threatened with plagues. These, too, failed, even 
when executed. Finally death of all the first-born of 
every Egyptian home was threatened and carried out. 
Then Pharaoh gave in and let Israel go. 

But after days of journeying and just as the border- 
land of Egypt was reached, Israel found itself hemmed 
in on all sides. Impassable mountains loomed up on one 
side, an uncharted desert on the other, in front of 
them was the Dead Sea and back of them came the 
army of the Egyptians intent upon returning them into 
slavery and misery. What to do was the thought upper- 
most in their minds. 

Their leaders cried out against Moses for having 
brought them to this sad mess, Some said, “For it had 
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than that we 
should die in the wilderness.” Moses used every means — 
to quiet them, assuring them that the Lord would fight 
their battles. Then the Lord spoke to Moses, “Speak 
unto the children of Israel that they go forward.” Moses 
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obeyed, spoke to the people, lifted up his rod, the sea 
parted and Israel escaped across on dry land. 


We're in a Similar Fix as Israel 

Israel was a slave to Egypt. Everything they had 
or hoped for was taken from them. This condition led 
to discouragement and distrust, both in themselves and 
in God. Today in Church, in homes, in business and in 
Luther Leagues, we find things topsy-turvy. People are 
unhappy, restless and fault-finding. Years ago all of 
us were on the peak of wealth and carefree living. 
Nothing we wanted was beyond our ability to get. But 
today we’re facing a Red Sea and a Moses isn’t in sight. 


Excuses 

Israel had her excuses. She wanted to go back ta 
her flesh pots and graves in Egypt rather than die in 
the wilderness. We, too, would like to go back to the 
good days of yesterday, but we can’t. And the excuses 
we give for such a desire are based on the fact that 
we're hedged in on all sides by impassable “we can’ts.” 
For instance, we can’t get our members to read the 
Bible. We can’t get our boys to come out to the meet- 
ings. We can’t afford to pay our dues. We can’t get 
anyone to take charge of the devotional meetings. We 
can’t this and we can’t that, and a thousand other things. 
Of course you can’t unless you listen long enough to 
hear God say to you, “Go Forward.” 

So long as some of our Leagues continue to do 
some of the things they have been doing they'll never 
get anywhere into the program of the Luther League. 
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Reports (filled out by superintendents) show that noth- 
ing was given to missions of any kind for a whole year 
but as much as $150 to the local congregation and $20 
to socials. Other reports have written into them, “We 
don’t know anything about the Sixteen Point Program,” 
or the Quarterly Helps or about this or that. If super- 
intendents would only write to the Headquarters of the 
Luther League, information on any phase of our pro- 
gram would gladly be given. 


Let’s Go Forward—How? 

Hold a weekly devotional meeting—well advertised 
—well planned out—well prepared for—well put across. 

Order a copy of the Quarterly Helps for each mem- 
ber of the League. : 

Have one or more copies of the Review on hand in 
the preparation of the topics and for discussion thereof. 

Urge use of Daily Bible Readings found in Quarter- 
ly Helps. 

Read Intermediate Secretary’s letter in Review to 
League once a month. 

Clip out ideas in letter and use them as needed. 

Order the Reading Course and circulate it. Encour- 
age the writing of essays. 

Order a copy of the revised Sixteen Point Program. 

Appoint officers or committees to organize the 
League behind the Sixteen Point Program. 

Help other Leagues by passing good ideas and 
programs to your Intermediate Secretary. 

Pay your dues promptly. Use Service and Recog- 
nition Cards procurable at Headquarters, 


1K OK OK OK OK 


September 4, 1938 
CHILDREN AT PLAY IN MANY LANDS 


Suggested Procedure 
Worship—as planned by a group of the Juniors 
Topic Ihoughts as given below—by the Juniors 
Tcpic Thoughts from Topic Booklet 
“The World In Our Town’’—an exhibit of materials and handwork 
and the playing of games of children of other lands 

Play: Kwai-Indas (American Indian) 

Otadama, 

Kage-Bohi-Omgo 

Big Lantern 

Hana, Hana, Hana Kuchi (Japanese) 

Nyang Pan no Run 

Tjon-Mek-Teki-Ki_ (Korean) 

Eating the Fish Tail (Chinese) 

Phugadi (India) 

Dima (Persia) ; 

Hen and Wild Cat (Africa) 

Frog Dance (Burma) 


Topic Thoughts 
(To be given by the Juniors) 
Children are very much alike the world over. 


Whether they are black, yellow, red, brown or 
white, whether they live in China, Malayasia, Hindu- 
stan or United States—they all like to play. 

The Heavenly Father knows it is good for children 
to play so in His great plan for the world, He gave all 
children the love of play, and makes it possible for 
children to play everywhere. 

We should first of all, when we think of play, thank 
the Heavenly Father for giving us play. We should be 
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grateful to Him for play and thank Him for the chance 
co play. 

Then we should make the best use of our play 
time and play in such a way that it is most helpful to 
us. It should make us stronger physically, it should re- 
fresh us, and it should make us ready to do our home 
tasks and our school duties in a better way. 


Our childhood is the time to play and we need not 
count the time lost we spend in play if we play in the 
right way. 

Next, we should share our play. We can help those 
in some way who do not have as much time for play as 
we. 

And we can learn about the boys and girls of other 
lands, especially how they play, and we can be friends 
with them in some way, and help them. 


How do the children of the world play? Let us 


find out a few ways. 


First of all we will discover that they play very 
much like we do, like about the same things we do, and 
play many of the games that we like. They may not 
have just exactly the same kind of toys and apparatus 
to play which we do—the African boy rolls balls of 
mud and dries them in the sun for marbles; well, our 
marbles are just baked clay, so there isn’t such a differ- 
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ence. Our Heavenly Father made us all alike, we all 
like to play. 

(If you have the book, “Children at Play in Many 
Lands,” have chapter one given by a number of the 
Juniors at this point.) 

Let us look for a moment at the boys and girls 
of the West Indies—Puerto Rico, where our Church is 
working and other islands in the West Indies. 

(For 10 cents you can get a pamphlet, “West Indies 
Play Hour,” from Women’s Missionary Society, 723 
‘Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa., which gives 
all the material suggested here. A Committee of the 
Juniors might be appointed to arrange this Play Hour 
and carry it through entirely.) 

How do the boys and girls in the West Indies play? 
Let us take a short trip. 

Suppose we decorate our room. Let us cut palm 
trees and banana trees from crepe paper and put them 
around the room. Perhaps we can draw a picture of a 
Puerto Rico house on the blackboard or put around 
the room some things we have made when we studied 
about Puerto Rico. At the close of our meeting we can 
serve “ambrosia” or “refresco’—sliced oranges and ban- 
anas, and grated cocoanut, with raisins on top. 

Let us all meet in New York. The good ship 
“Coamo” will take us on our trip. While on our way 
we'll talk over all we know about Puerto Rico and Cuba 
and find out more from thé pictures and books around 
the room. : 

Our first stop is Cuba. We’re just learning today 
about kow the children play. So we'll play two games 
which the Cuban boys and girls like very much—‘The 
Policeman and the Pirates,” and “The Angel and the 
Imp” and then we'll have a story, “The Legend of the 
Cuban Flag.” 

Next we'll stop in Puerto Rico. We'd like to visit 
Miss Villarini and all our Juniors there, but we won’t 
have time for all of them. We will stop just long 
enough to see some of them at play and play several 
games wiih them. 

We'll play “La Candelita” (The Little Candle), “Le 
Cebollita” (The Little Onion), and ‘‘Los Tres Reyes” 
(The Three Kings). 

Then we'll listen, while Miss Villarini tells us the 
story of Monserrate and the Hurricane—a true story. 

Then “Adios” we'll all cry and back home again. 

(Appoint several Juniors to give these several parts 
of the program and get the booklet suggested giving all 
the material.) 

Wouldn’t you like to go around the world in just 
the same way and see all the children of the world at 
play? (We can get booklets on many of the countries 
telling us just how the children play in other lands, 
just like we played in Puerto Rico today. Shall we get 
some of these?) 

Children at play in many lands, the Heavenly 
Father loves them all, but many do not know of Him. 
Can we help send them the message? 


Things for the Juniors To Do 
Get the set of pictures—Outline Pictures to Color, 
Children of the World. Color the pictures of the games 
of the different nations found in same and make a large 
poster. (35 cents, United Lutheran Publication House, 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa.) 
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Gét some of the booklets—Japan Play Hour, Afri- 
can Play Hour, etc, 10 cents each, Women’s Missionary 
Society, 723 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Borrow the book, “Children at Play in Many Lands” 
frcm the library if possible, or purchase same. 

Learn to play the games of the children of other 
lands. 


September 11, 1938 


WHAT DOES THE CHURCH DO TO 
HELP ME PLAY? 


Suggested Procedure 
Worship—arranged by the Juniors—hymn, Scripture, story, psalm 
Thoughts as given below 
Thoughts from Topic Booklet 
Doll Show, or some social feature 
Topic Thoughts 

We have learned that we need play, that play helps 
us to grow, not only physically (bodily), but mentally 
and spiritually. By playing, whatever form of play it 
may be, if we play in the right way, we get closer to 
God and learn more of Him. 

So the Church has a part in helping us play. It 
should help in directing my play and providing some 
chances to play and help teach me to play in the right 
way, just as it is teaching me the lessons of life. 

The Church can provide material for play. 

A group of boys and a basement and a basket ball 
means a lot of fun. 

A library or set of book shelves with boys and girls’ 
books will afford a chance for more quiet recreation. 

Equipment for socials and good times at’ the Church 
for boys and girls—the kitchen, where all the important 
“eats” may be prepared, is a great help. 

The Church should provide frequent chances for me 
to play. There should be planned different affairs—good 
times at the Church, for the boys and girls, so they 
feel the Church has an interest in us. 

Have we ever had a picnic of the Junior Depart- 
ment? Has there ever been an entertainment for the 
boys and girls? Has the Church ever planned a Vaca- 
tion Bible School? That is part play and lots of fun, as 
well as teaching us a lot. 

If the Church provides some of these things, boys 
and girls can help by making the best use of them. 

' What can we do in the Junior League to have good 
times? We can have a “Social Committee’ which, with 
our superintendent, can help us have good times. 

This Committee might plan a Hallowe’en Party, or 
a Valentine Party or a picnic or some other good time. 

It might plan for visits to some special places of in- 
terest—such as a trip to some our Church’s works, or 
to some place that will teach us something about the 
Church, would be interesting. 

We could plan missionary socials—a Japanese Tea 
Party, a Trip Round the World, the Play Hours we have 
heard about on the different countries, or any party 
where we could learn more about other countries and 
their needs. 

We might have a Doll Show, or a Hobby Show, or 
a Book Social, when again we can have a good time. 

The Social Committee can plan many things that 
will be play and help us to learn at the same time. 

Then we must not forget to share with others. 
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We can plan good times for the other organizations 
and departments of the Church. 

Wouldn’t it be fun to have a party for the little 
nursery kiddies some day and play with them, or to 
entertain the Junior Department of the Sunday School? 
Or to give a program and plan a Social for the Mission- 
ary Society? Or have a Father and Son Banquet for 
our fathers? 

Then we must think of others who do not have as 
many good times as we. How about sharing with them? 

Who had the most fun, the Junior League that 
decorated a Christmas tree, filled stockings and brought 
gifts and then invited the Italian Junior League to a 
Christmas party, the boys and girls who did this, or the 
boys and girls who came to the party? 

Would it be more fun to come to Church to a party 
and have a good time and each receive a gift, or to come 
and pack a box with gifts and send it to one of our 
Kindergartens in Japan, or to one of our Kindergartens 
in Puerto Rico? 

The Church can help us in our play, give us many 
good chances to play, and show us how we can share 
our play and make others happy. Shall we help? 


September 18, 1938 


TO THE NORTH 
(By Mabel B. Fenner) 


Session 6 


To the Leader: Make this final session a dramatization of the 
idea of children of different nationalities meeting for the first time 
as they begin the school year in Canada, where their parents have 
come to make new homes. The International Party may be featured 


if desired. 
References: “To The North’—booklet (pages as indicated). 
Preparation: Appoint in advance a group of Juniors to plan 


the worship period and program, choosing features from those in 
preceding sessions. If guests are to be invited, appoint committees 
to make needed preparations, arrange display of handwork done 
during the course, the map of Canada, etc. The program outline 
is suggestive only and may be varied as the Worship Committee 
~ prefers. 
Program 
Going to School Together 

Pre-Session: Review display of handwork, map, etc. 

Soft Music: A Friendship Song (“To the North,” p. 28) 

Call to Worship: Leader—Make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord, all ye lands. 

Response: Serve the Lord with gladness: 
before His presence with singing. 

Bible Reading: Acts 11:25-30. The Leader may intro- 
duce this by saying, “Men and women, boys and 
girls, of different lands come to Canada. They help 
each other in times of need. We may help, too, es- 
pecially in the building of their new Churches and 
support of their pastors.” 

Story: Friends of Jesus Share. (Page 31) Told by a 
Junior. 

Offering and Prayer (Page 27) 

School Days: (Page 20) Told by a Junior 

A Letter from Annelotte: (Page 21) Read by a Junior 

Hymn: “God Bless Our Native Land.” Leader may ex- 
-plain that children in Canada sing “God Save the 
King” to this tune, but both our countries may sing 
the following stanzas together as a prayer: 


come 


“God bless our native land, 
Firm may she ever stand, 
Through storms and night; 
When the wild tempests rave, 
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Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do Thou our country save, 
By Thy great might. 


Not for this land alone, 

But be God’s mercy shown 
From shore to shore. 

And may the nations see 
That men should brothers be, 
And form one family 

The wide world o'er.” 


(Prepared under the direction of the Children’s 
Department, Women’s Missionary Society) 


September 25, 1938 
LUTHER LEAGUE DAY 
The Topics Booklet, “The Luther League” (10 
cents, from League Headquarters) gives much material 
which can be used at this meeting. 


If possible, plan to meet with the Senior and In- 
termediate Leagues and have the Juniors give some 
share in the program. 

If this is done, the Juniors may give a program 
(taken from the Booklet): 

Junior Rally Hymn 

Our Junior League Aims 

The Junior League Motto . 
Luther’s Coat-of-Arms 

The Junior 12-Point Program 


The following little playlet on the religious educa- 
tion of children might be given, if you meet alone and 
you can plan a public program: 

First Junior: The children in our Churches today 
are being trained for the work of the Church. We learn 
of the Church and of the work we can do in the Church. 

Second Junior (Representing Worship): We are 
taught to worship. We learn the service of the Church; 
we learn to pray; we learn to conduct our worship pro- 
grams. 

(Three or four Juniors give a short worship pro- 
gram, a prayer, a Scripture lesson, a story and a hymn.) 

Third Junior (Representing Study): As children we 
are taught the Bible, we learn the work our Church is 
doing; we study missions; we learn of Luther and the 
history of our Church; we find out how we may live 
Christian lives. 

(Two ot three Juniors briefly give some facts from 
one of the recent topics.) 

Fourth Junior (Representing Fellowship): We learn 
to share with others; to work togeter in the Church; 
we have good times together. The Church helps pro- 
mote fellowship and good will. 

(A group of Juniors bring in members of another 
organization of the Church and a short program of 
greetings, music or readings may be given.) 

Fifth Junior (Representing Service): We are trained 
to help others, to do for others. We help all the work 
of the Church. Inner, Home and Foreign Missions are 
all helped. 

(A group of Juniors bring in packages and articles 
to be wrapped up and pack a box to be sent to some 
mission station.) 

First Junior: 
according to age. 


The children are divided into groups 
Each has work fitted to their needs. 
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Sixth Junior: First there is the Nursery group. This 
includes the little three-year-olds. They receive their 
first impressions. 

(A Nursery group may sing “Jesus Loves Me” and 
have a short prayer.) 

Seventh Junior: The next group is the four and five- 
year-olds—the Beginners’ or Kindergarten Department. 
Here the little folks are busy at work learning Bible 
Stories and of the Kingdom. 

(A group of Kindergarten children gather round a 
table, a short Bible story is told and pictures are pasted 
in a scrap book.) 

Eighth Junior: The Primary group, six to eight 
years, comes next. This group is learning hymns and 
Bible stories, memorizing Bible verses and becoming 
workers. 

(A Primary group recites a Bible Alphabet, the 
23rd Psalm, or some other memory work.) 

Ninth Junior: The Juniors are the oldest group, the 
nine to eleven-year-olds. They are busy at work, not 
only learning but deing as well. Their program trains 
to know about the Church and to work for the Church. 

(A group of Juniors give a short dramatization of a 
Bible or Missionary story.) 

First Junior: These children are the Hope of the 
Church. As we train them, so will the future Church be. 
They are the coming workers, the pastors, the deacon- 
esses} the missionaries; they will be the workers in our 
Churches everywhere in a few short years. We must 
train them. To do this we need leaders. Who will heed 
this call? 


LITTLE LEAGUERS’ PROGRAMS 


September 4, 19383—AFRICAN BOYS AND GIRLS 

Tell the stories, ‘‘The House That Was Built In Half An 
Hour,” and “‘The Banana Tree That Was Dressed Up,” from 
Applegarth’s ‘“‘Missionary Stories For Little Folks.” 

_ Have the Juniors make an African Village for 

Leaguers. 

You may use other stories from any other book on Africa you 
may have. 


the Little 


Here are some suggestions for using ‘“‘Kembo,” a fine little 
book for the Kindergarten grade—25 cents, from the Women’s 
Missionary Society: 

Tell the stories from the book and show the pictures. Let the 


little ones gather in a close circle about you. 

Teach the hymns, “The World Children For Jesus,” or “I 
Want To Send a Whisper Song.” 

Select a missionary prayer from Hoh’s ‘Suffer Little Children” 
and teach. 

Teach the Bible verses, “‘Be Ye Kind” and ‘God Is Love.” 

Have the little ones make an African House, pattern may be 
secured from the Women’s Missionary Society. Make notebooks, 
cut white sheets in*the shape of an African hut, and put a cover on 
it of the same shape, cut from brown wrapping paper. Green palm 
trees cut from paper may be pasted on the cover. Trace some of 
the pictures in. the book and use these as a pattern, giving each 
little one a sample to put in his book. 

Heve the ofiering dropped in a bowl and send this as a gift to 
our work in Africa. 

An African Painting Book, secured from the Missionary Society, 
will give some pictures to use. Small maps of Africa may be cut 
from black paper. 

Make posters on Africa, put up a large frieze around the room, 
of white paper. Let the little ones cut out large palm trees, Afri- 
can huts, etc., of brown and green paper and make a_ border. 

pe parents may be invited and peanut cookies and lemonade 
served. 

ae cannot do all of this, but select what best meets your 
needs.) 


September 11, 19383—SHINE, SHINE, SHINE 


Choose any hymns and prayers that tell of Jesus’ love for little 
children. Any songs of helpfulness to others are good, too. 

Teach the hymn, ‘“‘Jesus Bids Us Shine.” Visualize the words 
beiore you teach the melody. 

Ask the children how they can shine. Have them bring pictures 
illustrating “how someone is shining,” that is, pictures of service, 
child going to Sunday School, child carrying plant to sick, running 
errands, etc. As the children bring these paste them on a large 
poster that reads ‘‘Jesus Bids Us Shine.” 

Tell any good candle story. There is a splendid one in George 
Adam’s “I Wonder Why Stories,” entitled “The Lighted Candle.” 

Let the little ones make candles. Draw candles on a sheet of 
cardboard. Let the little ones cut out the candle and paste red 
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cellophane over the opening in the shape of a candle on the card- 
board, and take home to hang in the window. 


Print on these, “Let your light so shine.” 


September 18, 1933—GOOD SAMARITAN—BE KIND 


Begin now on work to learn twenty Bible verses during the 
year. You can select verses appropriate to the story. Use,“‘Be Ye 
Kind” for this lesson. 

Teach the story 


, of the Good Samaritan. Tell the story, “A 
Dangerous Journey, 


from Stewart’s “Tell Me a Story of Jesus.” 


You can perhaps lead up to the story by reviewing the lessons 
taught last spring, being kind to birds and animals. Talk about 
being kind to boys and girls we know, to our own family, and 
finally, to’ anyone who is suffering. 

This is a good story to dramatize. Let the little ones act it 
out. Do not play the attack. Begin at the point where the 
traveler is lying on the road, robbed and beaten. 


September 25, 1938—BABY MOSES 


Tell the story, “The Baby Boy Moses,” from “Tell Me a True 
Story’—Stewart. Use pictures to help form the setting. Explain 
what flags, or rushes, or reeds, are. Tell how a basket could be 
made, etc. 


During the lesson period give each child a copy of the picture, 
“Moses Is Found.” 


Wasn't the king’s daughter kind to take this little baby? When 
we hear babies cry, we go to teil to take care of them. Everyone 
cares for babies. Who cared first for this baby? Yes, the mother. 
She made the little basket so he wouldn’t drown. Who else cared? 
Yes, God. He watched over him. Nothing harmed him. Does God 
care for you? Let us say, “He cares for me.” 


O keep_me ever in Thy love, 
Dear Father, watching f.om 
And care for me. Amen. 


—From “Sacred Songs For Little Singers’ 


above, 


Out of regular folding paper fold a p‘cture frame. Paste the 
picture of Moses in the frame and let the children take it home. 
“God Cares For Me’ (a story of Moses). Panel to be colored 
—25 cents, United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., will also help you in teaching the story. Ccm- 
plete suggestions are given on the back. Let the little ones color 
the figures and complete the poster. 


Have them also act out the story of Moses. 


“Our Latch-string Is On The Outside” 


Messiah Lutheran 


“The Friendly Church” 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Sts. (1500 N.) 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


SERVICES 
10:00 A. M. 11:30 A. M. (WDAS) 
7015 PF. MM. 7330) BM. 


Hundreds Fill the Auditorium Every 
Thursday Night, 7:30 (\‘WDAS) 


“Always Filled With Youth” 


Dr. Ross Stover 
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THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities. A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the' study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalog and information, write to: 
Levering Tyson, Litt.D, LL.D. President 


Registrar 


Harry A. Benfer, A.M. - 


Susquehanna University 
(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE P 
Stressing Quality In the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited’ Conservatory of Music 
° : 7 For Catalogue write either 
“S'Sla “Engel, - mn Russell Galt, Ph.D., 
f Registrar Dean 


Ai 


rO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


~ ORGANIZE 
JUNIOR 


9 to 12 Years 


INTERMEDIATE 


12 to 16 Years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
-MUHELENBERG BUILDING 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Owned and controlled by the Synods of South Carolina, 
Georgia-Alabama and Florida 
_ Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 
Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 
Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 
Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 
Personal attention to the individual student. 
Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 
Very reasonable expenses 


For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED : 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


A high-grade liberal arts college, ready to serve the 
educational needs of our Lutheran youth. 

Approved by all accrediting agencies, including the high- 
est—the Association of American Universities, 


k Strong foundation preparation for business, teacher-train- 
ing, home economics, medicine, law, theology, dentistry, in- 
dustrial chemistry, journalism, etc. 


Nineteen Departments, including Nationally-known 
School of Music 


Send today for catalog and view-book—free upon request 


President Kees Edgar Tulloss, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Springfield, Ohio 


Have You Enrolled As a 
Contributing Member 
of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 
HAVE YOU ENROLLED FOR THE YEAR 1938? 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Send All Funds to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1223-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


ose eee 


Use Luther League Emblems 
Luther League Emblem Seals 


IN NINE SIZES 


Ca 
PRINTED IN 


FULL COLORS 
BLACK RED WHITE 
BLUE and GOLD 


a 
PRINTED ON WHITE COATED 
GUMMED STOCK 


For Programs, Posters, Invitations and General Use 


FULL COLORS—Priced as Follows: PLAIN BLUE—Priced as Follows: 


No. 1—4” diameter—$4.00 per 100—4¢ each No. 7—174" diameter—$1.00 per 100—1¢ each 
No. 11—3%4” diameter— 3.50 per 100—3!4¢ each No. 8— 34” diameter— .90 per 100—1¢ each 
No. 2—234" diameter— 3.25 per 100—31%4¢ each No. 9— 5%" diameter— .90 per 100—1¢ each 


No. 3—274" diameter— 3.00 per 100—3¢ each FYLL COLOR EMBLEMS ON CARDBOARD 


No. 4—134" diameter— 2.50 per 100—2%2¢ each FOR DISPLAY PURPOSES 
No. 12—114” diameter— 2.25 per 100—21%4¢ each 20”—(Silk Screen Process) $3.00 each 
No. 5—114” diameter— 2.00 per 100—2¢ each 12”—$1.00 each or 4 for $2.00 

No. 6— 34” diameter— 1.75 per 100—134¢ each 9”— .75 each or 4 for 1.50 

No. 10— 5%” diameter— 1.75 per 100—134¢ each 4”—Six Cents each 


REMITTANCE MUST ACCOMPANY 
ORDER 


The LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies | 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


